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“>Business Class

INVESTOR, ENTREPRENEUR, SELF-EMPLOYED
“7Skilled Worker

CANADIAN EXPERIENCE CLASS,

FEDERAL SKILLED WORKER,
PROVINCIAL NOMINEE PROGRAM

<>Sponsorship
SPOUSAL SPONSORSHIP, FAMILY SPONSORSHIP

“”Temporary Residence
WORK PERMIT, STUDY PERMIT, VISITOR VISA

“”Refugee
<Humanitarian & Compassionate
< Appeal

Our Credential:

Over 20 Years in Business
Accredited Member of LSUC
“Law Society of Upper Canada”

Accredited Member of CSIC

Accredited Member of PSO
“Paralegal Society of Ontario”

GLOBEX INTERNATIONAL GROUP

Our Services:

“” Permanent Resident Card, Citizenship

“Canadian Society of Immigration Consultants”
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<% LITIGATION

<> Separation / Divorce

<7 Wills

<> Real Estate

<> Accident Benefits
<> Incorporation

<> Bankruptcy
<> Name Change

Anthony Kheir
OWNER - DIRECTOR - PARALEGAL

(Conmissioner & LSUC Member)

INASSOCIATION WITH

Subuola Awoleri
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

(LSLIC Memiber)

Kutha Wan
IMMIGRATION CONSULTANT
(CSIC Memiber)

Olga Donets
PARALEGAL
(LSLC Member)

Kristina Tarnovskaya
SECRETARY

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND AN INITIAL CONSULTATION,
PLEASE CONTACT OUR HEAD OFFICE:

4950 Yonge Street, Suite 500, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M2N 6K1
(Sheppard Subway, Madison Centre)
TEL: 416-222-2115 (4 lines) Fax: 416-222-9020

emalL: imm@globexintl.ca wessITE: www.globexintl.ca
12 ASSOCIATED OFFICES AROUND THE WORLD



LE CRYSTAL

5285 Henri-Bourassa ouest, Ville St-Laurent, (514) 337-8160

11T HENRI-BOURASSA O, ST-LAURENT, QC H4R 1B7

RESERVATIONS: 514.337.6664

IPLEXE LE CRYSTAL




2009

((4r1[1[ulnil>>[1 f’ilillipn[”l. Fulglun_[lllﬂ l[a illipqul./ulgilg‘
2009—[1 Oll.numnu 31—[1f1 iuu[zuuumnluutl_pnl_ul& CuIJ—
ﬁp‘gwl[ulfl lipllllnlllfwil[l IH‘u_ulfluuH‘unulllLufl Jlll[1lllllb[1I1L—
F[ILiIiIIFF 4uluu1ulu1[7[nl_ Lup&ulfluul_pnl_[fr'[u_flfllipnl_fl ll.;‘lf
zlllJllllllnlllil[l .78 UI[I[ILH_#[I Jnllnllpll.mJ[lil prqnpp:

zlu']—[fr'[ngulllwfl l[bpnflzbull fuu[uuul_ﬁ&[l mluutfuul_—
an[l—r'liulilg 1]'4‘2 Jumtul[ &'[ul. lllllJ CWJ o‘nllnllnl_lnz.ﬁ [1[11u—
LnLiLgilban l[bpuu.n[rluuglfmil zl_npéﬂilﬂmgﬂ Clupnl_ul&blnl_
b CLUJnL[J[u_iIE lzlﬂ_bn_mgnl_lf[l d'lllilnl[ ullun_ull[mblnl_: zlllJ
Jnllnllnl_lnl,[l ulzlll_mJﬁfl [ul&lipnl_ [lluul[l.ufuuglfluil lllz[llll.l—
mmﬂ#ﬁﬁ Cull[uul_pnl_nll ulfuffuumnl_nllulllulil wyu iuu[ulu—
lH‘léE‘u‘l £ I[mluiul_LUan 417m171.u1f1@f1[7[1n1{: 4111.] Jnrlnl[nl_p—
IH‘I ll.nJuunlﬂ_lfluil 7 zw./uluuuuilﬁ ulzlll_lUJ[lil uliu[uuufl—
ll.nl_ﬁlnufl nl_llllnl_m& 4ull1nl_ul& £

zul./bptil Cuu.nnl_ul&ﬁ 4‘2[7[”11[ Efl[ﬂbpgnll[lfl LIBYY A
an[Jluufl IIE Julfl&flnl_ﬁ 17777 7% CWJ—[Jp_gulllulfl ululelufl[l
lzulgd'ulfl CLuLlufuullLuflnL[Jlﬂuil llll.l.lplllll.lll'lﬁil‘ w brenn by -
llluil ll.ln.nflﬁ I[pulJ 4ulJulumulil[l l[[?pllll.liulCnLulé’ prguum—

UG OuLL

ﬂmgwn_[llu‘l wyu [5‘[11_111[, l_[in_illl.l'lllil Il‘ulpllllllll—
lrulplﬂul<[1!uL4‘[1iIb[1nLil:
Hpuibpny qupdbuy YnpncfFhiibp be gk ppubp
sprfuniligne i pUfFbpgng i
l-llﬂ_lll,gbl”L[a[lLilE:
«ZNrh2N7Y »

FRUSUMhUh U.3U (@hh 1,

2U.BN8 NSUNRPEU L URU-ISLE, £ 4
PU.2RY SEM 1.NRULUBU L

PLLU UhPRULIEUD

zlupguulpn‘lg L'l_i iuu[ul[[ﬂl ilul[umq_wC u[pil. llpllm,;[, 'lnl_lll.uulnuill‘l
Shum, £9 24
4 U.2U.4T +U.ru.+U.GEUY

QUBUUSUL &R ZUBNRAPPRT, £9 30
4rgd U.rUtu

Qupgugpnyy 48 Juidhmfuncdpf

wnnbifym- gl Qupidfly Smifubipbimtfy Sk, £ 32

greghs pil. Pup$p Solmuybmbuifp Sk, £ 36

VU.BRIP UUrSh2GU.L

Yhnwh [Fugnilf Sugng Upyplfing, £§ 63
L. MEPNEMBUL

Objectif Badgerabadoum!, £9 66
ML.HdP UALUBUL

QUBYUYUL BUULANE UBLULL, £p T4
unuvru FUG26U

unvrU APLEAGU.L-U.ALUBU

ATP’s Sustainable Development Strategies Strive to Protect Ar-
menia’s Natural Heritage, page 85
By Jeff Masarjian and Jason Sohigian

Weak Negotiating Strategies and Settlement Pitfalls, page 92
By Levon Chorbajian

The Politics of Genocide and the Turkey-Armenia Protocols,
page 94
By Prof. Roger W. Smith

Kurds and Armenians: Finding Common Cause, page 97
By Serouj Aprahamian

Even on the Titanic! They Escaped Turkish Persecution Only to
Die with the Sinking of the Titanic, page 99
By Katia M. Peltekian

THE CHIAROSCURO OF HEMSHIN AUTUMN, page 103
By Artsvi Bakhchinyan

The killer Queen Susi Kentikian, page 104

L'invention de I'Azerbaidjan, page 106
par Arminé Adjamian

Le chat de Van, un chat de race, page 111
Zmrouthe Aubozian

Garou, l'idole des jeunes Arméniens, page 112
Maité Jardin

Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha!l!, page 114
Par Tamar Kabassakalian-Gosdanian

Uy
lpynly

Y hndfuacinypie UL, b UL, Uhef o Seaypmetfy Dofplflistiacts, Urypagf Souey
Uiplgidyne Wosppity le Medlowrne-fi Lhguapastipgesf Lugly




ZNrhanu

2U:3MN8 MUSUNEGUL UhU NS

ﬂp[nn:.uiuuy[l
L‘[r[pg znuilluiluﬂLlf[I Lljlul4l.uu1nLlfn1[
« lllu[ﬂf)) puwﬁbﬂnﬂT i élu.”nu./li—
llnL[Jbl.uflg Jwtfwilw[lwngwflg», [1712—
"‘[6” [un[nutlluué é pupne uil.uuufnL—
[Jbl.ufl ilnL[1[1Lu& [1[1 41.uu1n[1E, [1[1 -
u1[1il Qa9 Ln/lnfgbp 1989—[171, I.uJiI
onip li[rF (017111[1511 "Ime l[lﬂLl liqulLZ
ilﬂ'lil lllLLI[I[IiI, UU‘Z—ﬁ L[[gugfl Uliflﬁﬂp
4Luuuuuan[l7[nu71 4luuuuul11_ul[lu6 ShE
Uboplpy PGppbup wupplpw@hp@f
uu}'uulnLLuJ 4uufl.u[1[1il 1}'#2 [nyu I[E uhu-
Uhp wyl dwdwiimly LS ‘Rﬂpl[Iﬂ[T;‘J—
ruf sy iy, b guipy ng o=
#wﬁ 4will1wéwilo[17,
(?)[14‘21"[1" (%nL_anJLulfuJJﬁ « melfnL—
[Jbl.uil ULLunme » [1!'1[1“11}[1'1!{ l[1n[1—
&Lu:.l,an[J[rLilE, npa wiilfﬁgwuitu Q-
:fl.uz[uwp4l.u./[lil kS wp({ulllJ.uilll, g,

bripniyuduyp  joqnimdp
Spoltincmd bp Chpulyngh Swilupuupuip
Gnti U O Yhgpmpts ££9 Sl pllypts
Vwfuwmbu mnewd ALy quumfuount-
fpuplinp £y nprfSlunke fngh wgy Sw-
Fuspurapubiffe SE9% £, mp ghinkiw 1960-
Up1Pps dppumdwifp be fpolwummalp
Dplmplp Lmgbpl whum [Fpiibpn:
frgniwmd uboyfiphpusy fumpquuybmne-
Pl ke whnp Shubencdny wigum-
gy gualyats s bsunlys posssy o poss-
fouTome [T
dEQu &y mp lingl iy mmuliwidbuhh
wispnfi, wiyh dudwial bpp U0 -
bufumgws [bpgppm Chpupl hp juy-
smwpupbp <pnpnpa wy plpibguiluh
kup» (Lord Minor Keynes), upum-
bt Usdlipplpungfy quibimguits bphfpilpl -
b twsisinpp' Qpyp- UG- ughmne -
[P Y Fafmg alob g -
usmgfnn [Hrusls bpfummmpy neasding-

Ubp prpwghibpne uljuwh wyg wmbune-
Phruvbpp, npalp opfil wppuuykung
Jbpugdut jp &qunkpl: Sunpy muu-
Vidbuwlyfiis, dfiug dfpQusgquyfis gusp-
phpnifptilibpp fp o junfulyncl i
IlU‘L—[; /7 IUn[I4[nlJ.ul[171 IrﬁnL[JbLuil
ShYke Skpulipny,

4Hlumwanﬂl&

wrguisn=y mlyo gyt Suidwy frupSusyfr
Swlwlwpg b Swmmnuindwly Shwnwdnen
Woipplipmy wbuncffpiutibpp fpkly
Kemuwippupne Sl frin o fila
l[Iﬂ[l&ulrLﬂL[abiltil whgml Swpuwewdb-

ol bplhpphbpnch dL9, punpfi
Lbibl Upgbimpiongp b nopmd, p-
Quatsfr wyy bphppubpne d8Y wylmuljut
4Ull1l1LllléiIbl1l1L lj‘[12nyu1L IIZIIILULHL—
[Pwts Swnmd ghuncnpuljp® poif-
P"L[Jbl.uilg 4"‘[Mlilllan[1"L[Jbluil: bL [l
gl dwpglugfy fpwnlg duo -
I[l.l.lil Fllill.ulll.u[lﬂLlfileﬂL, Eilll, I1[1I1LJ
wfupus§nguly
puqupululincfifiiip, np Upglimp-
by ALY dmubenpupuwp Suuwe gh-
quensgun [Howl n8ppf duiugmugfb...
Qupgugny bphpphbpne 4L) ppkig
wnwdfle tpnpduplndibpll jhunny,
Wboypphipusy wbuncfFpvilibipp fr fbpdny
ghppofuny puqupuljplincFhul Jb-
pusdnibyut 1980-whwiibpny Uksh
Pppnwtspng b BUC-p a5 Uwplymplfd
Prugppp b [hatipn [Melptsfs oo fos-
&bnflnL[JlﬂuLfF Suryp wnwd KuymSuyu-
bl ghyuifinfanc Fhudp»: Uio-
thpbpmyfgdps npumbo wquin—gn -
gl i buwg fnnc [Pl g w-
l[ILu[ILu[lIOLI"L[J[ILiI, 4‘”1]‘Ei’qbglﬂL 4'—"-
dusy purap s phosugduals Smpnifng[Ffrls, e f
pragulpuynfdpel wyy Sopndngfip po-
guispny wyplmpubpuyfis dowmbgne -
df, plpgplp wmpmugpky, bpphdh
lfﬁbébL [1u[l l{b[ﬂu&angLuL 41111]'1112—
frupluyimgdwls Sndwiifiyfr:
Quudu gl upne Flw,
bncwgl <nbuwy> unghuwpgdf pinpSpp-
puyple mwpplpulph,
spapdumnnffhml whwhfumgnedp, np
puguiyupnnchyue up Vapgpup Jo-
m[171 l[IlnanLlfﬂl{, iy, 1991—[171,
lonpSpouyfts UpnefFhut fiplimljug-
dwpnidnidn, Ubojppbpumyfigdft
i pugupduly dhliug hapl npy o
ghpfyfung wyfuupSuSuybugp widpngd
1990- whwiiibpnct, npnip Swhofd ki
fuwd whgnedugpy mwppbp: Gdw
kfwyiunpS, phuwlwl £, fiphwplp-
pops fpud wyuigbu puncwd <plmluis

((LuilCliuuugnLlffpr »nL

win-

&bLnl[, é’umwgnLﬁp, (}ilanul, Z,I.ullilbll

fompSusgnidp pp Whophphpuy lup-
e BUU-p Sqoputiph w)fump S dLh
Swrwpnedl Lp foqbdu puigupuljuh,
wlimbuwlpls b ungpuwpuljol wdpngd
Spmgpf dp gapdugpncfFhwls, ap npuglu
« U‘[uu[l U‘mw&nllnLﬁ[lLil »> —[lfliuil;u
pllmpummpup whinp whigpugupdal
Pty b iy ducnpuljuiibp-
dhpQuguguypli pfpumliuuljuls Suswm-
an[J[ILiJin[I”L, OJwiIl}wq"L[waiI &[1!_"—
be, pugmbu bpuph wupuwgufi, bp-
plidt ingufruly q8uipf nidnd vpupugp-
nibgue qpbfdl wdpngd w)pumpsfi:
brrpneymiduyp sfhnpdugpn-
Phevp  ubopfiphpuy Sudum) funipSuy-
bwgdwl  puwbhulwhegdwlh  wdbh Ly
Juwdny uppmdbniin @il bp: Udwl
Swsmmuimnid, whg ey, yhinp 3§ dhlj-
Vuwpuwlby npube ququlbf swqpoiph
wpuned, ng wy Shqplwlfi fbpugply
wuugugf gy Sun b [Fhu
ghpphwlul fupngnofFpoi: Uckip
g’ mpugbu qpacfFpil dp, np [Fupg-
dwhp Swhgpumguwe wyh pig Lkl
Fl.uiu.u&[iLLu& 4‘[1 ”[”"it" ((d'l.ulflufu.uqﬁ
”?11 » -Zeitgeist: « Wl.uuufnL[Jlﬂ.ufJ
Urwpinp> thnpugpnefFheip wpgbh
wdpngnofthwdp Spdlincwmd Lpogqhp-
dubigh dfpfyfrunfiogf dumwdngne[Hhuh
duulisagbon, wygncfFhudp nocu, puggy
«g)pl.uflul.u Swumuwmniwmd fifwumwmulp
Pudbff  1930-whms
Primluiiibpnch shuphgbub Lpn
Ppufthp Sk Loft y'bfifm-f dEQ ppum-
IlwﬁwynLyw(}
Jpmy: Rudbolp gumnly dlliumporiin -
[lhwdp, Swhwnwl 19-pg be 20-pg
II,LLIPEPHL IIIIWII,W[I({"L[J[ILLZEP"LL bL
bpbpuymdnpy ghqufinfunc G ilibpnc,
Qbhly ppwencip netbp 1806-f ymepf
Ppnvupng qbd Cosprgbnbifs gy Futi-
hp  whpnky npuybu spumdn[Fha b
wewpnp s Fihugh Sl upnfi
bpy np Dpubiumlyuts Slipupnfun [Hiuk
quiquinaplbpp npugbu wgueon ol
dnqnifprpuifmpnfFhul ujgpachphbp,
bpbug neqpl SwpfPhgpl qbuf mplyb-
g Quid, Lhlibyp prouplipny®
Upparspf Meppts bp mp Guussfory by pow—
Vawlbipncts Sk fyp wnquibighp, be gy
Nupts pp bnefFhudp Uphednemph §p:
Rudlyf Spdbmlpuipt d4) hp dpunip

TW"WLUILI}"L[JbLULH

Uy tep fpr nifuiiscenplile U1l U1 Utpgo e Uppo HYnyucstius




O linphunnp ch;z Suipp ta Unapp U&mZm

—Barry I(azamlnan Karen Kazandjian Garo Kazandjian

Agent immaobilier affilie Agent immaobilier agréé Agent immobilier afflié

MILLE MAISONS. UN CHEZ-SOI.

. Courtier immobilier agréé

~ REMX 3000
E}.




ZNrhanu

prgubulfl ulJfl Cuu_ulllflnl_ﬁ[u_flﬂ, npm
ululmlfnl_[fr'bwfl 1[17[12[111 4Luqu1nl_LuflE
wz[uwmuu_np rl_ulul.ullullnl.[ﬂl Jlnluuﬁn—
[unl_[fﬂiuuf[z Hi[llﬂ[l oL .78 Ll.np&fu.u—
fuatsfie dEY wyfnfs juitiqhp jpplipuy Su-
uulluul[l.ulni,ﬂ zl,lipuululflgnrl Cuufulllulp—
lH‘1 JE umbrlénuflﬁl: &nLgnLJuufw IH‘I—
mbl l[ﬂL wy np ‘ﬂno‘f:{, 4uu_ulu1ull1[uf
[1[1 me&nrlnl_ﬁbwfl, bpl[pn[nz_ Luu’uulp—
CLqu.ulnntil JlnnnJ 4[11110‘111[1111& 4‘[1 l[l[ll[l—
unl[lwlnl_[c—r'[u_fl :l,l.uuuu_l.uful,bl ulJfJ Q-
lfrnlnl_tfnl[, np lﬁﬁlﬁunl[lwilbpnl_ ‘l-"[’&ﬂ
[111 uu_ullnn[lfl Suinwd 4‘[1, |78 nl_pblffl wyny
Sprgp
[ufuuun 2[1Lil4‘[1, ke lfﬁilsz 1968—[171
uluunuJCul& [1[1 lful4E Luz[uuunw& 4‘[1 -
ul;‘u Il.[lLUliIulllullulqulil u[ulzmoflbul!
bl_pnulull[ulfl Siunbul.ul[ulfl 4wJWJﬁ#ﬁﬂ
SEP:

IZ.UILIUILUIiIIZ_ﬂLlrE lll.llbLll

(%HL#HLJUIJUIJ[I
4uluu1ulu1uuH1n1_lffl £ ‘ﬂno‘t:{ﬁ [nfuluuuu—
u[1[11.ullulfl bLZFWJwaZ_nLJflbanfl, [1 rl_bfu
1980—1111[1."71 ﬁnl_wllwflflbpnl_fl
ulﬂn_lfmlnuil wpftgﬂban illip[l?ul—
l[uuilglfulil CuufulJfluu[wpwllwfl l[lll[1—
gulpmprf bphfipikip, nprhp fwlghbfh
zl.anl_[t—Hiflull[ulfl [unp lnuul_fuuuit: bne-
#nLJUIlfUI n§ '7”7[1[[171[1 Wmm[lfl L[1[n1_zln1_—
JE l[ﬂ iuu[uuunbufp, n§ wy IZInFCFII.LuJ[ﬂJ
U‘[lﬂL[JbuliI l[uullfullnl_&nufﬂz r”l.llplll.ll—
“[4_” l[E Culuuuumtp, np lelllil pugu—
putljuts [Pl ninbumluts phing @ Sfd-
fu.ul[ulfl <<4ull[ulunl_[(7[u_flilb[1>> lfl.ulnl.l[ul—
Jlv letiphle dLY, npnlig gy frou
thptpmyfgdp lyupblimp ugusmfuu
uriy zlﬂn[ﬂ_wlzwp, wh « WullﬂlfﬂL[Jliulil
uu_ul[1u1>>nl[ IIE Culul[fuup lll'Fb[””[ pu-
7wgw4mﬂ—mﬂmbuw4wﬁ Cuuuu[uul[ulp—
lH‘l 4uluu1ulu1uuH1n1_le ’7[’”[4'” Jul[nl_llul—

J[lil qbwﬂgﬁ pgnynp <<<ull[ulunl_[¢7[u_fl—
flbp»nl_ llln.l.llLlFl lluuf ilnl_uul P —

JOIZ.HLUI&E

an[J[u_fJ mnLny lnl_&nuf n[nn_fl q_b[uu—
llulilgnl_lfﬂ uil.ulniulu[tu Lufl[ufulum 4‘[1
WJlliLu, [1 lfulufluu_np[l [[7F17[””[[”l‘r[7
1711[["1_ b lful[1u1ul4[1uu_4‘l1f1b[1nl_‘ —c%ul—
z[ultf /.73 4wlful!ilull[ul[1nL[J[lLil— by i -
mﬂLﬁbiI;‘iI JlnnnJ: U‘lll[”l.lllllJ[lil waﬁgﬁ
lfé‘z JLUJmenLnll <<4ullll.uunl_/¢7[u_flf1bl1>>ﬂ
CL‘mbu.ulzLup u“‘un[l neb bl J[1ulJfJ
[3[7@71[1@ lnl_&nl_lfilbp‘ <llllful({LllJil 1[11117—
luuu‘nzlf[l ullll[znl_fl#ilbpnl_fl, |78 llﬂ pu-
gl.un_nl_[l [ufuluuuuu[qnullwfl lluuf iy -
z[uuluu[uouulllulfl nplﬂ_;' fuu[lu.u&lin.ilnl_—
F[H_il np 4uu_l.ul[f1[1 uuuprp Fulfl
ulful_bl: 4111[1[[ £ flzbl, np &Inl_\gnl_(,uufw
<<uil.uu11fnl_[317ulil L1 1> 2[1 Zlﬂ.[ln—
prusbumplp uglogbu, flgmbo b fGugp-
nl_tp np "it‘”# £ lnoflnl_[l Juulﬁulfu.ull JE

Lllulpulll.ulJ[liI‘ uﬂbLlfnLlﬂ#ﬁ:
Luqlulpmnmhp, pp dfpnpduwqpnefFfoip
({HlnﬂLﬁbullrF, 17[1F Hil.l.llﬂlfnL[;lTlllil
wewpnp fp phncffugpl npybo
<(ll1[llI1L[1 Juufl.uflull[»: <<qulfuu21fulfl [1
fripp dnemd vy pupp, oo fbpu-
I'L[1LI[[[I lﬂl.llll IZ.iIlTlHL u[uun[uuuuuulll.u—
JHL[;[ILLE, CMIJUIZ[HUIFCUIJ[IL lflllllz—
lﬂl.lllllnl[ lfllnLl.lla’ ll_ﬂlllullﬁulplll[llolllllllulil
l[l‘L[1LE, I1[1 4[1UIL4_[1 4_[1 <Ullrlll[1({LllllI1L—
[l;lil.llil, #wgnLﬁbwﬂ, bﬂwal[WJﬂLﬁlilHil
ITL ll.wllwlﬁulpulllwilﬂLﬁbﬂliI Hi[llﬂﬁ l[1l1—
lllulpililﬂLﬁ lﬂillnl?llllllllllil CUIZHLMIFIIHL—
dndf, Plpufp fuliqfplbpne wiidbpdu-
illlll[l lﬂLé’ﬂLlfillT[Tﬂl[, lf[lzulllulJF[l lflﬂlll—
4[111_'1L[Jbl.lllr[1 ITL qulpll_ulgulé’ llllllllﬂ_nll—

—l.llJll

ill?[1I1L lliulclllilzﬁil FUILUIFUI[T"LJ”I[:

i’)’bm—uiwmlfwl[ulfl o‘uufl.uflulllwngwilﬁfl
ng wpnikun wphmp pppug, ngowyp dfipyf-
unL[luJJnLﬁ[u_il, lllulpllull.litu JLH[1LHH1[7L
[ufluufull[wlnl_[fr'ﬁl_flﬂ‘ lfullnl.l[uulﬂl
uiuunlfnl_ﬁluufl ﬁwflll_wpwflﬁfl:»
'7”7[1[[121[1 Wuun[l l[llnl_llnl_lftfl
#uwﬂ lnl.ll[1[l JlnnnJ, zl.ll'!llllllnl.llilﬁ [12—
lllulilnLFﬁLililbpa, ﬁ'nLﬂgﬁnJ $kwr 10
znl[lnlnflsz 2009—[1f1 umnpuuHuu& Q-
lful&ul'lilnL[JlFUllfF, [lpbflg JUIIHHL[[ dk-
Lnl{ CWJng u[ulmlfnl_[fr'luufl uu_ul[unfl £
np hppmlmimghbh: Uypompsh dks
uibmnl_[z?bulflg ill?pl[ulJulHﬂLg[lZileﬂL
SurpnSupn Mo hbpbh e duppuinbpbs
puigh, Surgluiljm® ppodjun @l GEY
—zw‘,wumuﬂl [34‘ Ul[l[lLILg— gfl&nl_[fr'bwfl
ng lf;‘l[ LupmulJuJJan[J[lLil Lu[n{ul—
fluul.pnl_bguu_, ngwl[wlbgWL Qui -
#Llll[lllil lzuu_l.upl.upnl_ﬁbulfl o if b -
lz_nJlZfJ liplﬂ.nJﬁE, Zmbuflnl_bguu_ "Z [lul[
l.llJiI e [uulful_uu[wnnl_[fr'ﬁl_ilﬂ, np -
anl[ £ prynp WJfl ﬁpw:}wp&nl.ﬁ[ujﬁlb—
l1n1_fl npnflg l.ulnl.[u_fluu_npnufﬂ ul;‘m# £
Cuuf[zlipnl_ﬁbwtflz 4u1‘/n5
uil.umlfnl_[fr'bulfl W [111 Shin lszuu_

llllilllllbl:

(%HL#HLJUIJLMJﬁ lfuunfuuflzl.u& <<u1[unl_[1
Jwtfwflull[wzpzwfl»ﬁ illll[llulilzulilﬂ, ke
uufbp[ll[ulgﬁ lfmuu_nluul[wflﬁil I{L‘FE
tfé‘zlsznu.u& uiulplsznl_ﬁ[ﬂ_flﬂ pon
pun CWJllwllwfl
ﬁpwl[wflnLﬁ[iwfl Clulfl.up:

zw‘/ng uiuuntfnl_ﬁ[u_flﬂ IZ_[TIL[TLII
17[14‘[[ 4‘[1, o‘uufulfuul[ JE np l[’[ufl.uuuuu—
Ln[1r1L4‘[1 I1[1Ll14'll Lupgul[ulﬂ.ufl Clrpnul.u—
tfl.ulnn[l [1![1Jl.llil#, np uu_lilﬁ #wﬂ 1{175
IZ.UI[1[T[1I1L <nllllllll1l1l1LHH14' JlnnnJ Cnlll.u—
<UILUI#[I l.un_ul2[1fl LlllZIZ_llliIzulilE l[nl_
wwp pypnp Luflnflg, I1[1I1il# 17[5‘4‘ ng wh-
Hil.ll‘/lrllliloptil llE Cuu.uunulJ[lfl W,

l[’[ufl.uuuuul_npnl_ﬁ

whlwp ne dpwgbuy Qwjpmumwhfi,
wnbncwgl Upwpuwmp Sljwmf ncbbph
apubu Swempulpul flpling[Fhwh gh-
pugny funpSpipulify, np wguop gt
Bcfunp Swwpuluipls pufph
dpmy prymg npegbe qfpd o Blwp, puogg
Juwgp vwldwu by wugfilt yhinp gup
wiyuydwi: Gpkly bp SQwyng wpumdn -
[hcip npuybu wylpwl bpugnewd wi-
JupuncfFficts, np Sugulummph Spukp
wpnfr Swhgpuwbwp: Gpkly bp -
b, b [Fupd bp dpyw, upupuiipp 8b-
quusuline @b Shinbwhpni
Uppinp qupdws wypimplugppe §u-
Jrcftbw, np wdpng® ghunch wmwph
(kb jhinng, 1965-pl Swnwgue wid-
prqd wyfumplf winmwppbpne @b
qbd be dpYuggugp Spuspupuly by
gnpdniwd nlppht wppuwpuuinngg
wwlwhPbyne, ke gopuwympdf, puigum-
puwlwl  wyfpuwinwhph, puwyg whe
wgumwgpldwl ne hhwhpf grniwpk-
prcfdbwt Sp9nguwe Skguwumwiing[Fhwh
ﬁlllill.llanle npu[é‘u
Sydwpinnc Gholn fi ynep wyfumplf widf-
pugpbyne, pigéniy Shughe oplliplk-
prc b wgng opkhpbpp wuwymuyuiing
wiyy opkupubipne winkgdncd, be wyg pn-
(o by fpmdpli nedndfp dfu g, dflg
ghyguwuwwl wyhmn[@hchp 8kyguuum-
bncfFpihip dfpunbyne Suwidwp, whnp -
bwgnidp wpgpybyne Swdwp dfypnihbp
hp Swfuulbp...

G yuwtihwps bphne &bnpp du-
whpne fpuy Suwyniping pwhf dp
IZ.[ILUIiIuIll,;‘lH —<<rl.[luunlfulu1 4[142&17[1»
wpmp pubp Rppumwpnp Uhpub)-
bwh-, dhquwlhgne[fbwdp wgguwghh
Swhmwmnmgph Swuljwgngacfdfhcup Jfi-
Qugguiyp $hiwlium byt fugdulyhp-
wyncfdfiiibpne pupf fupneg o losgo-
ghpubpne Swdpny wpdbinpng Ll Ep-
hrne wguin ynchuygny hnepuigud inbnnk-
wwgbwf, Ehwl fbpPulbin gubyne wyu
prpnpfii:

Bbumugunc, Swyng ghn-upwm-
dwlywls wyu Fwdwbmlibpnct, (8uwg-
lfulfl, <<iln[11fullulglfulfl>> ulilCL‘n_Luflllqu
Juchpdwlhumly wyu Uhkplhuwghl Swdup
whlpmdbymn kY Fwuliwglbinibp' un-
thbumnibp prywml whnlp Swhpugf
hupshppti pugwinpbyne Swdwp, np
Lﬁpnﬁn#nlﬂbpﬂ l{uun Zbil, [34“ Ul.ulel.u—
bwgpwlwh hwmwpaif ppocwg ba-
Ubp, npnlip phs dp webyf pupy b=
gniny whinf gpki [FE Swdwduwgline -
Ploip hp Swdweypmmwofumil Qugmu-
wwhfy opbliplbpnit ke shntfnfunc [Fhiui

Lhyu Lo gy hnifraidunnplite 2.l UL Yougapio le Ui e Lt Blocacl




P p— —

WWW.GA

ONE GROUP
ONE FORCE

*ﬂud o=

J_.-.-

2009 Acura TSX

2010 Volkswagen Golf

Kevork Asadourian at Elie Berbari at Harry Saiyan at
NISSAN GABRIEL VOLKSWAGEN PRESTIGE HONDA GABRIEL

MENTION THIS AD AND GET .
Norman Arsenyan at A 500° REBATE WITH THE Nerses Soulahian at

TOYOTA GABRIEL PURCHASE OF A USED VEHICLE ACURA GABRIEL
FROM THESE DEALERS’

*Difers is for a limaed time cnly and 1S avaidabse wath the purchase of a used vehicle Irom the lollowing dealers © Nissan Gabingl, Toyata Gabinel, Vol SWAQEn Prist . Honds Gabnel and Acisa Gabhel, See deslers fos detads

Nissan Gabriel 7010, Henri-Bourassa East, Anjou, QC H1E 7K7 (514) 324-7777
Volkswagen Prestige 925, Marcel-Laurin Blvd, St-Laurent, QC H4M 2N1 (514) 744-7777
Acura Gabriel 4648 St-Jean Blvd, D.D.O.,QC H9H 2A6 (514) 696-7777
Honda Gabriel 7000, Henri-Bourassa Est, Montr.al, QC H1G 6C4 (514) 327-7777
Toyota Gabriel 3333, Cote-De-Liesse, St-Laurent, QC H4N 3C2 (514) 748-7777
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Avec L'Avalanche, partez en voyage,
sur les traces de I'ancienne Route
de la soie et faites de votre repas

une expérience culinaire exotique sans
pareil. Ce restaurant offre une trés belle
variété de cocktails et de tapas Style
Européen avec un décor résolument
moderne et a l'allure bohéme, dans
I'ambiance feutrée et conviviale

de sa salle a manger. Venez decouvrir
notre cuisine du monde ainsi que nos
savoureux Martinis.

L'’Avalanche will take you to Venture

down the old Silk Road for an exotic
culinary experience beyond compare. The
restaurant features an attractive selection
of cocktails and tapas European Style with
its modern décor and bohemian touches.
L’Avalanche has a sophisticated and cozy
dining room. Come and discover our
delicious menu at the mountain’s beautiful
restaurant and only matrtini lounge.

.

OZ%W/M,MMMMW%/

& Aralanche < Aein iy, cooeld Lz dilszze!

127, CH KANDAHAR - MONT-TREMBLANT, QC

TEL. : 819.681.4727 - WWW.AVALANCHEBISTR0.COM
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A taste
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old world
restaurants

UathwlwlwihEpg2wnERGWwhhUGwl

FAIRVIEW MALL

1800 Sheppard Ave. East
Toronto ON M2J 5A8

(416) 498-8475

)\

www.jimmythegreekgroup.ca
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FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS

CALL:
MARAL POLADIAN

Pwgwnhly wnhp Up Uwuliwinn fudpwjhu
uppwyw)ntpp GpnLuwnky -

dwunpwdwuliniptuwl
GUEp pw|Glp
Uhwuliwpwn dbp hwJwp htnwawjutg
tnhnpng 3huntu Uwpw| Pojwinbwlpu
Enhuwnnuh pwjEpnlu

htuntbiny lﬁy Ole'avel!.L

TEL: 905-889-1681 EXT. 224
FAX: 905-889-4636
TOLL FREE: 1-800-268-0900
E-MAIL: MARAL@JOYOFTRAVEL.NET

SPECIAL: ASK US ABOUT OUR ESCORTED TOUR
TO THE HOLY LAND

ARMENIA FRANCE LEBANON ARGENTINA HOLY LAND

ADDRESS
30 WERTHEIM COURT #20, RICHMOND HILL, ONT. [4B 1B9
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The Simple Alternative’

Funeral Centres
275 Lesmill Road, Toronto, Ontario. M3B 2V 1 Tel: 416-441-1580 Fax: 416-441-1030

'.!I'I

Talar is the onfyAnnanIan licensed funeral director in the province of Ontario. She is
currently working at Tha&m.mhﬂffamﬂrm Funeral Centre. Talar speaks both Armenian [ =
and English and is experienced with arranging traditional Armenian funeral services; '-a“
Talar would be pleased to discuss funeral service options with all Armenian families. ,l

Yujwpp Upwl YYuw)bug thuhi‘ﬂj £ Oupwnho Lwhwlgtl LEPY, Wl hdnun £ hwyGptu
tiL wlgbntu gnjg (Bgniubpniu, pwswinBnbwly £ hwpuywl ByEnEgwiwl hUwnw-
phwl SEUBPNLU nL unynpniphilliGpnel: Swiwpp Up gnpét The Simple Alternative
2 UGnGlwwnwl hwumwinnpGuEl UGpu, wl Yp unuinwbw) jwiwgnju dhgngubpny
Talar Yardemian - (416) 910-5252 wunpt| hwy punwbhplbpnt untgp , d6nLwnyb| Nt YwguwlEpw By jnunwplwenpnt-
tyardemnan@muUntpleasantgroup com ». rabl.uu bL pwnUwl wpwpnniphllbGnp

_..:, . *’1‘...""“ "':"-:'.?’J 2 -"'-"HM

o T

York Cemetery Visitation Centre

160 Beecroft Road, Toronto, Ontario. M2N 575 Tel: 416-221-3404 Fax: 416-221-6739

Gopp gbpEquwbwnwl hwunwnnuphiup 4p JwonwlwnwnE hw) qunnuehl hp fubwdgl
nt hnquitnwpniphiup wikh pwl 50 tnwphutpk b Ubp: Goppp hupwjwnniy wjl hwu-
tnwwnniphiul £ nup Yp dwnwlwpwnneh jnoqupluenpniptwl Gl pwndwl wpwpnnnt-
rhilltnp: SbpEgquwlwwnnibp Yp gunuinch highway 401 BL Yonge wnunnnw)h 2newlwipp:

York Cemetery, Visitation, Chapel & Reception Centre has been serving the Armenian
community for over 50 years. Located close to highway 401 & Yonge Street and steps
away from the Yonge Street Subway. York Cemetery offers all your Cemetery and
Funeral needs in one convenient location.
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BMO e Bank of Montreal
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At Your Door Step

Osana Mksy-Artinian ..
Mobile Mortgage Specialist

For All Your Mortgage Needs
Best Competitive Rates
Up to 500 Air Miles

416.315.7310

416.490.0607
(Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Serving
The Armenian Community
for 15 Years




PIZZA ARMENIENNE

Savoureuse, Tasty, )
fraiche et authentique! | Fresh and Authentic!
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Depuis 25 ans, a Montréal, et maintenant In Montréal for the past 25 years — and now
a Laval, nous sommes fiers de confectionner in Laval, too — we have been proudly making
a la main les traditionnelles lahmajoun traditional Armenian lahmajoun by hand.

arméniennes. Venez les déguster sur place!  Come dine in the restaurant!

www.arouch.com
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OUR NEW STORE IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN MONTREAL

IN COMPLEXE LES AILES
(McGILL METRO LEVEL)

WE DELIVER WORLDWIDE INLUDING MONTREAL AND SUBURBS
WEDDING, BIRTH, ANNIVERSARY, BIRTHDAY

*FUNERAL ORDERS, ARE TAX FREE WITH FREE DELIVERY
Visit our website: www.laprentania.com (secure site)

CALL RAZMIG OR VART
514-288-9911 or 1-877-752-0345
E-mail info@laprentania.com
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@ PHARMACIE

= AVEDIS PANOYAN

Votre bien-étre et vous facilifer =TT
la vie, ma priorité] |

En tant que nouveau propriétaire de la pharmacie située dans le Loblaws de Ville Saint-Laurent, je vais
tout mettre en ceuvre pour que vous retrouviez dans votre pharmacie un niveau de service a la hauteur
de vos attentes.

En plus de faire remplir vos ordonnances pendant que vous faites votre magasinage, vous obtiendrez
un service rapide et de précieux conseils, prodigués par des professionnels attentionnés et souriants.

Pour un service personnalisé et hautement professionnel, venez nous rencontrer. Nous sommes
disponibles pour vous. 7 jours sur 7.

Services offerts :

- Préparation des ordonnances, renouvellement téléphonique et transfert d’ordonnances simple et rapide
- Consultation professionnelle (en bureau privé)

- Préparation de pilluliers (Dosett)

- Prise de tension artérielle et suivi

- Livraison gratuite des ordonnances

- Consultation gratuite avec une nutritionniste sur rendez-vous

CLINIQUE DE SUIVI

Tous les lundis et vendredis de 10h a 18h
- Prise de glycémie gratuite

- Prise de tension artérielle gratuite

- Mesure du cholestérol total

Sans rendez-vous.
Adressez-vous a la pharmacie pour plus d'information

Ubdbwlwl G UphGunwywnpd pwpépwgnl uwywuwpynipbwl hwdwp hwunhwGgktp UGqh:
MEnwpwlp pwg E 7 op:

umuuuruntehiuuer

- dEnughpuEpnt Wwuwnpwuwnniphil, Yp UnpngBlup wjp nEnwpwllGpe nEnwghpukn
- UphGunnwywpd puliniphilb (Juwnnily gpwububwyh Jky)

- AEnwhwwnGpnt Wwnpwuwnniphil junniy innuhbGpne ke

- UpGwl dupnudh puliniphil L hEwnBLniphil

-NEnEpp 46p tnntbp hwuglubpnt wbyéwp uwywuwplyniphel

- Ullinwgkbwnh hEwn nBuwlygniphil’ dwdwnpnipbwdp

aurvduusni

bLpwpwluship Gpynzwpeph G Nuppwpe dwdp 10:00-6:00
- Y hukdhph pubniphil wbydwp

- UpBwl dupnudh pubinuphilt wbdwp

- QniGuptpnih puliniphil

Située a l'intérieur du LOBLAWS au
300, avenue Ste-Croix, Saint-Laurent, Qc Tél.: 514 748-6644
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Pharmacie Nelly, Tania Kanou
et Seta idn

AFFILIEE A

JEAN COUTU

SETA MARACHIAN

Pharmacienne-Propriétaire
{wtinkG Yp fuouhlp

5855, boul. Gouin ouest
Cartierville (Québec) H4J 1E5
Tél.: (514) 334-8641 « Fax: (514)334-6909

Rwj Jwulwgbnutp npwdwnpniwéd® hnquipne 46p pnpnp Yuwiphpubpp
Up ywwnpwuwnbup 46p pninp nEnwghpubpp, unjuhuly nuph? nEnwpwulubGpe
SwntguGpnt hwdwp jwwnniy 10% qbng (pwgwntwy ntntpp)

Vaccination contre la grippe saisonniéere
Service professionnel et personnalisé

e Infirmiére sur place tous les mercredis

* Conseils sur le diabéte: lecteur de glycémie, alimentation, exercice

* Analyses sanguines: bilan lipidique complet (cholestérol), glycémie (taux de sucre)
¢ [njections et vaccinations

e Vérification de la tension artérielle, moniteur de tension artérielle (24h)
* Conseils sur les produits orthopédigues (cannes, marchettes)

Livraison et cueillette de prescription gratuites
de Montréal et Laval

Ouvert 7 jours/7 soirs de 9h a 22h
NELLY, TANIA KANOU

Pharmaciennes-Propriétaires

237, Cote Vertu, MTL Bl 740, Cote Vertu, MTL Jll 475, Cote Vertu, MTL

Tél: (514) 331-2134 Tél.: (514) T44-2555 Tél.: (514) T44-0203
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www.embassyplaza.com

Embassy Plaza Wedding Halls and Conference Rooms

The Embassy Plaza is a unique wedding hall and reception hall offering
delicious cuisine, stunning rooms as well as outstanding customer service.

At the Embassy Plaza our goal is to create the perfect ambiance
for your special occasion in one of our elegant wedding halls or
reception rooms. Here you will find one of Lz

most elegant ballrooms in addition to reception

complete with crystal chandeliers.

We specialize in

Cl'.']l'l.fE'r'Er"I{'.E' room

- Wedding halls
Menus and Catering

- Kosher menus
Free 1000 car parking and optional valet service
Audio-visual and entertainment equipment
Handicapped accessible

Our partnership with three of greater Montreal's premier sites
enables us to serve you in Laval at the Embassy Plaza, in the
West of Montreal at the Crown Plaza. In the East end of Montreal
at Plaza Antique and Downtown at la Plaza.

Embassy Plaza: 1003C Curé-Labelle, Chomedey Laval H7V 2Vé
T: 450-781-0606 F: 450-781-1319 E: info@embassyplaza.com

Affiliated Properties:

- Plaza Volare: 6600 Cote de Liesse, Montréal T: 514-735-5150
- La Plaza: 420 Sherbrooke W., Montréal T: 514-499-7777

- Plaza Antique: 6086 Sherbrooke E., Montréal T: 514-255-2922

Ascenseur ghamg Elevator

Services Inc.

PO BOX 30, ST-LAURENT, QC. H4L 4V4,

COURRIEL / EMAIL : CUSTOMERSERVICE@QADAMSELEVATOR.CA

TEL : 514-745-4455
FAX : 514-745-6613

MEMBRE DU APCHQ/ MEMBER OF APCHQ
MEMEBRE DU CSA / MEMBER OF CSA
RBQ# 1812-6474-22
PEDRO OUGHOURLIAN
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PERSONALIZED ARMENIAN WALL ART

Spark your children's imaginations and stimulate their visual development with Personalized Armenian Wall Art.
Add beauty and enhance your nursery, bedroom and playroom with various different colors and designs to choose from.
But best of all instill in your children an increasing fascination for the Armenian Alphabet!

s Check out a variety of modern and fun prints perfect for both boys and girls of all ages!
r-1 l::LUEITlEﬂED Facebook page - Blue Mango Graphic Solutions - bluemango@rogers.com
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CARROSSERIE PRISME
Peinture & Débosselage

- Spécialistes des réeclammations d’assurance -
- Voitures de courtoisie - Travail de qualite -
gratuites -

Raffi Koushian et son équipe de techniciens certifiés vous attendent...

1430 Rue Michelin, Laval, Québec H7L 5C2

. Tél.: (450) 967-3948
D N Fax: (450) 967-1642
e carroserieprisme@bellnet.ca
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ATP’s Sustainable Development Strategies Strive
to Protect Armenia’s Natural Heritage

Armenia is very special to those of
us in the Diaspora for a number of differ-
ent reasons. Not typically high up on that
list--due especially to a lack of public
awareness--is the enormous diversity of
landscape, plant, and animal life that exist
in Armenia. Armenia is located at the con-
vergence of three bio-geographic regions-
-the arid Central Anatolian and Iranian re-
gions and the temperately damp Cauca-
sian region. It has seven of the world’s
nine climate zones because of the diver-
sity of elevation found within the country.

As a result, Armenia has enormous
biological diversity, including 3,500 of the
6,000 plant species found in the
Caucasus, half of which are at risk of
extinction, over 2,000 plant species that
have nutritional or healing properties, 13
species and 360 varieties of wheat, which
was first cultivated there 10,000 years
ago - and 260 species of trees and

bushes.

In the animal world, Armenia boasts
17,500 invertebrate and 500 vertebrate
species, of which 346 species are birds.
Of the 500 vertebrate, 300 are rare or
declining and 18 are at risk of extinction,
one third of the 156 reptile species in the
former Soviet Union are found in Armenia,
and due to environmental degradation,
many of these species are experiencing
loss of habitat.

If it continues unchecked, the
overexploitation of Armenia’s environment
will lead to further deforestation,
desertification, as well as land, air, and
water pollution. Deforestation is also a
leading contributor to greenhouse gas
emissions in the world, which is one of the
drivers of climate change.

To highlight the risk, a report to the
UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change warns that a two-degree Celsius

by Jeff Masarjian and Jason Sohigian
Photographs by Hrair Hawk Khatcherian

increase in temperature over the 21st
century could have the following
consequences for Armenia: decrease of
total annual flow of water by 15-20
percent, reduction of precipitation by 10
percent, expansion of desert and semi-
desert areas by 33 percent, reduction of
livestock by 30 percent, and reduction of
crops by 8-14 percent.

Issues abound in the areas of
Armenia’s water quality, air quality, and
energy sectors. For Armenia’s forests,
unsustainable use has led to widespread
erosion, landslides, loss of topsoil, and
flooding. Armenia’s forest cover was 25
percent at the turn of the 20th century
and now stands at less than eight
percent, according to a 2007 study by the
Yerevan-based Economy and Values
Research Center. Seventy percent of the
wood that is harvested is used by rural
villagers for basic heating and cooking
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needs—the rest is taken both legally and
illegally from the forests.

Hayantar - the Armenian govern-
ment’s forestry department - is charged
with both the protection and usage of the
forests, and now lies under the jurisdiction
of the Ministry of Agriculture instead of the

Ministry of Nature Protection. And
currently, mining and metallurgical
industries in Armenia are the main sources
of industrial waste. Specifically, copper
mining companies are increasing output
and also pollution levels.

Wangari Maathai, the 2004 Nobel
Peace Prize winner, remarked that the
state of a nation’s environment is a direct
reflection on the quality of the nation’s
governance, which has the responsibility
of setting priorities and providing
stewardship of the public environmental
trust. “There can be no peace without
equitable development and there can be
no development without sustainable
management of the environment,” she
notes.

Our view is that if we don't give
Armenia’s threatened environment as
high a priority as the nation’s economy, it

e = =

will have devastating consequences for
those very issues we care about. To cite
another statement by Dr. Maathai of
Kenya: “[A nation] losing topsoil [as a
result of deforestation] should be
considered analogous to losing territory to
an invading enemy. And indeed, if any
country were so threatened, it would
mobilize all available resources, including a
heavily armed military, to protect the
priceless land.”

Background on Armenia’s Forests

Armenia has only three nature
reserves (Khosrov, Shikahogh, and
Erebuni), four national parks (Arevik,
Dilijan, Sevan, and Zangezur), and 23
sanctuaries. In total, protected areas
including Lake Sevan and the new Arevik
National Park and Zangezur Sanctuary
cover 12 percent of Armenia.

The loss of forests in Armenia has
been caused by a lack of alternate fuel
sources, legal and illegal cutting and
export of wood, and improper
management of this renewable resource.
The harsh reality is that all of Armenia’s
forests may be gone in as little as 20

years at the current rate of deforestation,
leading to irreversible environmental
damage and the loss of a critical
component of Armenia’s infrastructure.

As the Pulitzer Prize-winning writer
Jared Diamond noted in his book,
“Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or
Succeed,” deforestation, soil erosion, and
water management problems all result in
less food for populations. Such problems
have been exacerbated over history by
droughts, which have been partly caused
by humans through deforestation.

Most experts working in this sector
have identified poverty and unemployment
as a leading cause of deforestation.
Without other sources of income, people
inevitably turn to unsustainable harvesting
of forest resources. In urban centers such
as Yerevan, residents desperate for fuel
cut between 2-3 million trees during the
energy shortages of the early 1990s.
These barren lots were once protective
hillsides circling urban areas as a vital
barrier to pollution and dust, and once
beautiful parks were turned into ecological
graveyards or commercial zones.
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History and Mission

To begin addressing this crisis,
Armenia Tree Project (ATP) was founded
by the Armenian-American philanthropist
Carolyn Mugar in 1994. In order to
develop a plan for an organization that
would work towards preventing further
tree loss, ATP hired local staff in Armenia
and the organization was launched with a
tree-planting at the Nork Senior Center. In
the United States, a small staff was hired
to do fundraising and public relations
among the diasporan communities.

In the early years, thousands of
trees were planted in communities
throughout the country as part of the
Sponsor-A-Tree program funded by
thousands of individual donors. Two
nurseries were opened in the refugee
villages of Karin and Khachpar, forest
rejuvenation programs were implemented
in the Tsitsernakaberd Genocide Memorial
Park and other sites, and a database of
diasporan donors was created.

Since 2001, ATP has begun to direct
its effort towards more aggressive
reforestation, aimed at rehabilitating
devastated rural and urban areas and
providing citizens with the resources as
well as incentive for redeveloping their
environment. We launched programs in
Aygut Village in the vicinity of Lake Sevan
and in Margahovit Village in Lori. As a
result, since 1994 over 3,500,000 trees
have been planted and restored, and
hundreds of jobs were created in tree-
regeneration programs.

In its programming, ATP has
identified three interrelated goals: tree
planting, poverty reduction, and
environmental education and advocacy.
ATP’s tree planting strategy has two
components. First, producing fruit and
decorative trees at our Karin and
Khachpar nurseries and growing hundreds
of thousands of seedlings at the new
Mirak Family Reforestation Nursery in Lori
and in backyard reforestation nurseries in
the Getik River Valley. And second,
planting these trees in partnership with
residents of urban and rural communities
at public sites and areas targeted for
reforestation.

Community Development
and Poverty Reduction

Poverty is one of the great enemies
of forests. Historically, people with no
other viable source of income or energy
have destroyed the forests that were
their lifelines, due to non-sustainable
harvesting. Therefore, reforestation must

be combined with poverty reduction in
order to protect existing resources and
investments. In both urban and rural

settings, poverty reduction and
community development activities reduce
the pressure on forests.

After assessing the severity of tree
cutting and how it affected the vitality and
sustainability of citizens in rural,
impoverished areas, ATP laid out a
strategy to reforest the Getik River Valley.
ATP initiated a pilot project that was
designed to reforest degraded lands while
generating income through micro-
enterprise development in villages
inhabited by Armenian refugees from
Azerbaijan. In 2004, ATP taught 17
families in the village of Aygut techniques
for growing tree seedlings in backyard
nursery plots.

With ATP’s support these micro-
enterprises produced 20,000 seedlings,
and ATP paid participants for each
seedling transplanted into the forest. In
2009, the project was expanded to
include 500 families who are growing
500,000 seedlings. The development of
these micro-enterprise nurseries not only
provides for larger scale reforestation, but
also significantly increases each
participant’s annual income.

While ATP's focus is reforestation, it

has also encouraged the involvement of
other agencies in providing services to the
Getik River Valley. Organizations including
Heifer International, Project Harmony,
World Vision, Armenian Eye Care Project,
UNDP, USDA, and Weyerhaeuser
Foundation are all involved in projects
there. The ultimate goal is to revitalize the
socioeconomic and ecological conditions of
the villages throughout the Getik River
Valley.

Environmental Education
and Advocacy

ATP is also developing a major
environmental education program in order
to promote the concept of stewardship.
By actively engaging youth in a process to
understand and appreciate the value of a
healthy and sustainable environment, ATP
seeks to protect the trees planted today
from exploitation.

ATP has published an environmental
curriculum titled “Plant An Idea, Plant A
Tree” that has been approved by the
Ministry of Education and is being
introduced to teachers all over Armenia. In
addition, our reforestation work in rural
villages has an educational component
and our Michael and Virginia Ohanian
Environmental Education Center at the
Karin Nursery is a facility where students
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and professionals attend trainings and
seminars on trees and the environment.
The organization has also recently
established the Michael and Virginia
Ohanian Center for Environmental Studies
in the Lori region.

ATP has been a proponent of
working in collaboration with partners to
promote an environmental ethic at all
levels of society. In 2005, ATP worked
with others to advocate for an alternative
route to a proposed roadway to Iran
through the middle of the Shikahogh
Nature Reserve, where World Wildlife
Fund had photographed a rare and
endangered Caucasian Leopard living in
the reserve. When the construction
project became known to the public, ATP
founder Carolyn Mugar and Armenian
Assembly of America leader Hirair
Hovnanian sent letters to the President
and other officials urging them to hold
public hearings and choose an alternate
route.

ATP staff traveled to the site on
fact-finding missions with scientific experts
and journalists, and Carolyn Mugar
traveled from the US on one of these
visits. The ATP outreach office issued
several press releases and action alerts
via email about the endangered reserve,
and commissioned a documentary film,
funded in partnership with Armenian
Forests NGO and World Wildlife Fund.

The coalition of more than 40 local
and international NGOs and scientific
organizations was successful in
advocating for a decision to bypass
Shikahogh, and the Minister of
Transportation announced that the
government had chosen a new route that
bypassed the reserve.

We should give credit to the local
leadership in Syunik, who had the courage
to take a stand at great personal risk
against the proposed roadway. It was
also worthy of note that rather than
taking credit for being responsive to the
concerns of the public, the government
made a point of explicitly announcing that
their decision had nothing to do with the
movement advocating for the road to go
around the reserve. However, this may be
the first time that the government
responded adequately to concerns raised
by the public. And the question now is,
how can we leverage that success with
other environmental issues within the
country?

Reforestation Challenges
In its first 10 years of operation in

Armenia, ATP has developed a significant
range of knowledge and experiences. As it
builds on successes and failures by
moving toward large-scale reforestation,
ATP has begun the process of appealing
to international organizations for larger
sources of funding.

The Critical Ecosystem Partnership
Fund awarded ATP a major grant in 2006
to partner with Yale University’s Global
Institute of Sustainable Forestry.
Together, we have studied the forests in
the corridor between Dilijan and Vanadzor,
established a memorial forest in honor of
Hrant Dink, and will publish Armenia’s first
manual on sustainable forestry. Training
will begin this year with local communities,
university students, and professional
foresters on how to manage the forests in
a sustainable manner.

In addition, ATP has begun to focus
its attention on some of the challenges of
reforestation.

These include the need to work in
cooperation with governmental agencies
and local communities for securing access
to land for reforestation, finding adequate
supplies of local seed sources since most
of the healthiest trees in the country have
been harvested, and meeting the
organization’s stringent site selection
criteria. Sites are chosen based on a
number of factors, including access to
adequate water, protection from livestock
grazing, and adequate protection
measures against poaching and cutting.

And looking to the future, after
more than 10 years of growth, we are
looking for new models for sustainability.
Could the government provide the market
for the trees grown in backyard nurseries?
What is the potential for ecotourism and
even “agro-tourism” programs? And what
are some of the new ideas for the
expansion of funding and new sources of
investment in our programs?

After operating in Armenia for 15
years, it has become apparent that the
constraints on reforestation are not
merely financial. But ATP is dedicated to
working with communities, organizations,
governments, and individuals toward the
goal of assisting the Armenian people in
using trees to improve their standard of
living and protect the environment, guided
by the need to promote self-sufficiency,
and aid those with the fewest resources
first.

We are at a critical crossroad, and
we have tried to illustrate the urgency of
the situation—some of the key issues
include the preservation of what little

remains of our existing historic lands, the
protection of agricultural lands from loss of
topsoil caused by deforestation and
erosion, the importance of land quality for
subsistence farming, especially given
Armenia’s geographic isolation, and a
reminder that desertification is irreversible

and fatal, as documented by writers
including Jared Diamond of UCLA.

In conclusion, despite the urgency
of the situation there are some very
positive signs since the protection of the
environment is a part of the laws of
Armenia, there is improving cooperation
between environmental NGOs in Armenia,
and ATP’s job creation and poverty
reduction programs are being enthu-
siastically received and expanding
throughout the country.

This article was adapted from
a presentation made at the Student
Summit at Harvard University on
the Role of Diasporas in Armenia’s
Development. Jeff Masarjian is
executive director and Jason
Sohigian is deputy director of the
Armenia Tree Project. For
additional information about the
organization’s programs, visit the
web site www.armeniatree.org.
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trees, while providing jobs, training, and education for thousands of residents
whose lives have been remarkably improved and who understand that a
healthy environment is essential to the survival of future generations.
Your support now is more important than ever. ~ —JeffMasarjian, ATP Executive Director
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Caveat Emptor:

Weak Negotiating Strategies and Settlement Pitfalls

Below is the text of the speech given by Prof. Levon Chorbajian at the confer-
ence on Turkish-Armenian relations held in Stepanakert on July 10-11

rurabl
TURKEY

vy

I would like to thank the organizers
for calling this conference at this timely
moment. And I would especially like to pay
my respects to the people of Karabagh
and Armenia for courageously challenging
Soviet and Azerbaijani authority and re-
versing the clear injustice of assigning this
territory to the Azerbaijan S.S.R. in the
early 1920’s. The result is an independent
Karabagh and it is a great achievement. I
am not unmindful of the tremendous sac-
rifices that have been made and continue
to be made to keep this reality afloat. My
purpose is to call those sacrifices to mind
and to argue that we should not partici-
pate in a process that would cause them
to have been made in vain.

I am not going to be entirely critical
of Armenian diplomacy regarding
Karabagh. It has had its successes. If it
had not, we would not be able to be here.
But I do want to say that Armenia and
Karabagh have clear historical and ideo-
logical resources on their side which have
not been put to full use or—even worse—
been put to any use at all. When
Azerbaijan and Turkey negotiate, they
negotiate from maximalist positions, and
they are very reluctant to make conces-
sions. Armenians do not seem to follow
suit. Why have governments in Yerevan,
for example, acted to assure Turkey that

they have no claims on that nation, as
though we were the guilty party and had,
therefore, to reassure others of our good
intentions?

Concerning Karabagh, and also the
opening of the Turkish border, I would say
first that there has to be a recognition that
pan-Turkism is not a marginal ideology in
Turkey or Azerbaijan. The Turks and the
Azeris have their differences, but they
have both long coveted Armenian territo-
ries to fulfill their ambition of an unbroken
territorial link between them. This should
not be underestimated, and what follows
from this observation is that the
Karabagh Question is not, as the Minsk
Group insists, a narrow dispute limited to
Nagorno-Karabagh. No, it is about
Karabagh but also about the fate of Ar-
menia and the Armenian people on an in-
dependent Armenian homeland. That is
what is at stake.

My focus is on bargaining strategies
that I believe have not been effectively
used by the Armenian side and need to
be used. The first, and I will not have a lot
to say about it because it has been noted
by several previous speakers, is the ex-
clusion of Nagorno-Karabagh from the
negotiating process. This is the single
greatest flaw in the negotiating process
and, to my knowledge, without precedent

By Levon Chorbajian

in the history of conflict resolution.

The second is that territorial claims
have traditionally been decided on the ba-
sis of three criteria: Who has lived there
historically? Who lives there now? And
what do the people who live there now
want? It is actually unusual for all three of
these to fall on one side. Consider the
case of Northern Ireland, a colonized ter-
ritory, but one where the Catholics are a
minority in their own land and have been
for a long time. But in the Karabagh case,
all three criteria favor the Armenian side. I
think this point—that Karabagh presents
one of the world’s strongest cases in favor
of independence—should be stressed re-
peatedly and there should be no compro-
mise on it.

The third issue concerns borders.
The current borders of Nagorno-
Karabagh are much smaller than the terri-
tory that Azerbaijan received in 1923. At
that time Karabagh and Armenia shared a
border. Territories were taken from
Karabagh and from southern Armenia
(Siunik was wider at that time than it is
now) to form Red Kurdistan, and as soon
as the goal of that change (which was
never to territorially recognize the Kurds
but rather to aggrandize Azeri territory)
was accomplished, the Kurds were quickly
abandoned and Red Kurdistan disap-
peared to became a part of Azerbaijan
proper. The northern Armenian-populated
areas of Shahumian and others were also
separated out of Karabagh and made
part of Azerbaijan itself. The transfer of
parcels of land from Armenia and
Karabagh to Nakhichevan and Azerbaijan
continued into the 1930’s. These territo-
ries transferred from Armenia to
Azerbaijan included but were not limited to
three mountain lakes near the village of
Istisu and the villages of Istisu, Zar, and
Zivel. Furthermore, Armenian villages in
Kelbajar and the Lachin Corridor were,
shall we say, ethnically cleansed. I think it
is incumbent on Armenian negotiators to
study maps from the 1920’s and 1930’'s
and to document these changes, espe-
cially now that the fate of the occupied
territories is still in the balance. The point
must be forcefully and repeatedly made
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that the so-called occupied territories, at
least those between Karabagh and Arme-
nia, are, in fact, Armenian and should re-
main so. And also that this is essential to
the national security of Armenia and
Karabagh.

The fourth issue is that Azerbaijan
repeatedly makes preposterous claims
that Armenians do not confront and chal-
lenge, thereby lending them a credibility
they do not deserve. The entire claim of
Azerbaijani historians that the Azeris are
descendents of the Caucasian Albanians
and therefore a nation of longstanding
with a prior claim to Karabagh is utterly
baseless and false. It needs to be chal-
lenged rigorously whenever it is raised.

Or let us consider the argument
that Shoushi is an Azerbaijani city. It was
briefly in the 18th century, but part of the
18th century is a only a small slice of his-
tory. By 1900, Shoushi was the third larg-
est city in the TransCaucasus after Baku
and Tiflis, and the majority of its nearly
40,000 inhabitants were Armenian. The
Armenians of Shoushi operated a printing
press, schools, and a theater complex. Of
the 21 newspapers and magazines pub-
lished in the city at the time of the Bolshe-
vik Revolution, 19 were in Armenian and 2
in Russian. And consider how the Arme-
nian city of Shoushi was turned into an
Azeri city in March and April 1920: The
Armenian section of the city was de-
stroyed by Azeri and Turkish forces and
20,000 Armenians were killed. The ruins
of these buildings stood as a silent testi-
mony of Azerbaijani intentions until they
were razed in the 1960’s.

The next point concerns interna-
tional law. Whenever it is claimed that self-
determination has a lesser standing in in-
ternational law than the territorial integrity
of national states, it should be aggres-
sively pointed out, and correctly so, that
this is not true. Their standing is unequivo-
cally equal. On a related issue, the West
insists that self-determination can only oc-
cur when it does not clash with territorial
integrity; yet, in fact, the West supports
the creation of new nation states whose
independence does violate the territorial
integrity of existing states. The West has
recognized the former East Pakistan as
Bangladesh, as well as Eritrea in the Horn
of Africa, and now Kosovo. I think it is
useful to confront Western negotiators
and to insist on answers to the questions:
Why the double standard? And why not
Karabagh?

As I understand it, the re-settle-
ment of refugees is also a condition of
settlement. Here Azerbaijan has
benefitted by the West'’s very narrow defi-
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nition of this struggle as a struggle about
Karabagh only, instead of seeing it in its
historical context as the latest phase of a
struggle between Armenian national secu-
rity and Turkish imperial ambition. Seen in
this light, we should be able to understand
that there are hundreds of thousands of
Armenian victims and refugees, not only
Azeri ones. Will Armenians who so desire
be able to return to Baku and other parts
of Azerbaijan and reclaim their properties
and be able to live in peace, or only Azeris
from Karabagh and the liberated territo-
ries? There is a terrible imbalance here
that ought to be pointed out.

An offshoot of the refugee and re-
settlement issue is what I call the demo-
graphic time bomb. Many Armenian fami-
lies in Karabagh produce one, two, or
three children while many Azeri families
produce five, six, or seven. I do not have
a solution for this, but I point out that
even in the best of settlements, the Ar-
menian population of Karabagh will be di-
minished over time rather quickly as was
already happening prior to 1988. Has the
Armenian side given proper attention to
the implications of the re-settlement of
Azeris, at least in Karabagh, Kelbajar, and
the Lachin Corridor?

Finally, I have alluded to national
security issues for Armenia and Karabagh,
and I wish to say a few more words about
them. These are essential considerations
for the future of the Armenian people if we
are not to become the equivalent of a
South African bantustan under the apart-
heid regime. I point out that Armenian
national security is not the primary consid-
eration of any parties to the conflict or the

settlement except Armenians. The West
wants a quick fix to enable the flow of in-
vestment and commerce, and to protect
its oil investments and pipeline flows. So
Armenians need to insist that any interna-
tional peacekeeping forces be adequate in
number, fully funded, and for the long
term. On the basis of the tremendous
expense alone, the West resists this, and
this is not to the advantage of Armenians.

I will conclude with these two points.
The first is that the territories are the only
real leverage that Armenians have. There
cannot be any workable settlement of the
Karabagh Question that surrenders terri-
tory without the declaration and interna-
tional recognition of an independent
Karabagh with defensible borders. The
second point concerns Azerbaijan’s most
generous offer to date: the return of terri-
tories for the promise of the highest de-
gree of autonomy for Karabagh within
Azerbaijan. Armenia and Karabagh should
never waver from the position that this is
not good enough. After all, de jure au-
tonomy is exactly what Armenians had in
the Ottoman Empire in 1915.

Levon Chorbajian was born in the
United States of Marashtsi genocide survi-
vors. He is professor of sociology at the
University of Massachusetts, Lowell. His
books include The Caucasian Knot: The
History and Geopolitics of Nagorno-
Karabagh (with Mutafian and Donabedian)
and The Making of Nagorno-Karabagh:
From Secession to Republic.
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The Politics of Genocide
and the Turkey-Armenia Protocols

We must approach all cases of
genocide as part of world history. If we
believe in “"Never again” and want to
prevent future genocides, we must treat
such epochal events as part of the
universal experience and of concern to all.

James Traub writes the following in
an Oct. 18 New York Times review of
Daniel Goldhagen'’s new book, Worse than
War: Genocide, Eliminationism, and the
Ongoing Assault on Humanity.

But to exclude mass murder from
the realm of conscious action offers an
exculpation of its own, both to the killers
and to ourselves—for how could we,
ordinary folk who cherish life, descend to
such madness? In this magisterial and
profoundly disturbing "natural history” of
mass murder, Daniel Jonah Goldhagen
calls for an end to such willful blindness...
Goldhagen insists that even the worst
atrocities originate with, and are then
propelled by, a series of quite conscious
calculations by followers as much as by
leaders. "We must stop detaching mass
elimination and its mass-murder variant
from our understanding of politics,”
Goldhagen writes... Atrocities resemble
one another; their differences are shaped
by the perpetrators’ ideology, their specific
fantasy of a purified world, their view of
the victims they seek to eradicate...

But if the ultimate goal is to ensure
that we never again stand by in the face
of a Rwanda-style genocide, public opinion
will not be rallied through an earnest
accounting of national interest, but
through an appeal to conscience... He
heaps scorn on the United Nations, whose
founding principles of respect for
sovereignty and of noninterference in
internal affairs have served, as he rightly
observes, as a shield for leaders in Sudan
and elsewhere who are bent on
slaughtering their own people.

This is interesting in light of the
press coverage both before and after the
signing of the Turkish-Armenian protocols.
A recurrent theme emerges, particularly in
countries that have yet to recognize
officially the mass murder of the
Armenians in 1915 as genocide: the
dispute between Turkey and Armenia
over the genocide is exclusively their
problem. For example, the BBC, in

reporting on the protocols on Oct. 10,
2009, stated, in effect, the Armenians
say it was genocide, Turkey says it
wasn't, so the reader does not know what
to believe:

Armenians have campaigned for
the killings to be recognized internationally
as genocide—and more than 20 countries
have done so. Turkey admits that many
Armenians were Killed but says the deaths
were part of the widespread fighting that
took place in World War 1.

As far back as 2005, the
distinguished human rights activist and
Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel described the
difficulty of Armenian-Turkish relations
because “ancestral hate is not easily
erased.” This gives the impression that
the problem between the two countries is
intractable ancient history, rather than a
political problem arising out of a specific
historical event: the Armenian Genocide of
1915 committed by Ottoman Turkey.

On April 9, 2009, when President
Barack Obama was in Turkey, he
distanced himself from getting directly
involved in the Armenian-Turkish issue,
stating:

I want to be as encouraging as
possible around those negotiations, which
are moving forward and could bear fruit
very quickly, very soon. And as a
consequence, what I want to do is not
focus on my views, but focus on the
views of the Turkish and the Armenian
people, if they can move forward and deal
with a difficult and tragic history, then I
think the entire world should encourage
them. So what I told the president was I
want to be as constructive as possible in
moving these issues forward quickly. And
my sense is that they are moving quickly.
I don’t want to, as the president of the
United States, to preempt any possible
arrangements or announcements that
might be made in the near future. I just
want to say that we are going to be a
partner in working through these issues in
such a way that the most important
parties, the Turks and the Armenians, are
finally coming to terms in the most
constructive way.

It seems that there is a certain
point of view prevailing that only Turkey
and Armenia have a vested interest in the

By Prof. Roger W. Smith

Armenian Genocide, and that it is no one
else’s problem.

One wonders, would the Rwandan
Genocide be characterized as a problem
of concern only to Hutus and Tutsis? The
complexities of the situation in Rwanda,
for example, involved Belgium, France,
Burundi, Uganda, the Democratic Republic
of Congo, the U.S., and the UN. The
United States’ contortions to avoid using
the word “genocide” in 1994, and the UN’s
refusal to accept General Dallaire’s warning
of imminent genocide there in order to
avoid getting involved, are well
documented. Such obvious political
manipulation caused outrage in most
people, and the suffering caused by the
slaughter of some 800,000 victims made
us all empathize with the plight of our
fellow human beings. The horror of that
genocide, where the men, women,
children, and elderly of one group were
targeted with the intent to annihilate
them, was an outright violation of
international law, and was watched on our
television screens, bringing the injustice
home to everyone. It may have been
easier for some to be bystanders in the
face of that genocide, but no one today
would say this tragedy is of concern only
to Hutus and Tutsis.

The same is true for the Holocaust
and the Armenian Genocide. In fact, the
Armenian Genocide is recognized by
scholars as the archetype of modern
genocide, and its lessons have universal
application. One of the lessons most
particularly associated with the Armenian
Genocide is how denial of the crime can
embolden future perpetrators, as we
learned from Adolf Hitler and Albert Speer.
In order to be able to prevent genocide in
the future, we must raise awareness of it
as a scourge on humanity and educate
our societies about it. We must resist all
attempts to disparage or dismiss any case
of genocide. Once you compromise the
universality of any genocide, the entire
worldwide effort for genocide prevention is
undermined.

The prevention of genocide and
upholding freedom of expression and
thought are mandated by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the
United Nations Convention on the
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Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide. It is against this background
that the Zoryan Institute is committed to
raising awareness of genocide and the
necessity of its prevention and to
promoting universal human rights. These
are the principles reflected in our
commentary on the Turkish Armenian
Reconciliation Commission (TARC) in
2001, in our open letter to Turkish Prime
Minister Erdogan on his call for a joint
historians’ commission in 2005, in our
commentary against the proposed law to
criminalize denial of the Armenian
Genocide in France in 2006, in our co-
organizing a Symposium on the Albright-
Cohen Genocide Prevention Task Force
Report in March 2009 (which, among
other issues, was based on faulty
assumptions and the ignoring of past
history), and in our open letter to
Armenian President Sarkisian regarding
the protocols last month.

Our position on the protocols is to
make sure that the incontestability of the
Armenian Genocide is neither ignored nor
called into question. It is from this
perspective that we wrote to President
Sarkisian:

...numerous distinguished historians,
political scientists, sociologists, legal
scholars, and authoritative institutions
around the world have investigated the
genocide many times over, issued
academic publications, and even made
public declarations. These scholars have
devoted their professional lives to
conducting scientific research with the
highest levels of academic integrity. As a
result of their work, scholars have
fdentified the Armenian Genocide as the
archetypal case of modern genocide,
whose pattern has many similarities with
subsequent cases.

What the Armenian and Turkish
governments do or agree upon, as two
sovereign nations, is their prerogative.
However, our objective is to raise the
awareness of all those involved in these
protocols (the two signing countries, the
three OSCE monitoring countries—the
U.S., Russia, and France—and the EU
representative) that the Armenian
Genocide is a historical fact, part of the
universal human experience, and can not
be compromised.

Furthermore, any attempt to deny
it was genocide, to trivialize this enormous
crime, or to relativize it as an issue only
between Armenians and Turks will be
firmly opposed by scholars, legal
specialists, and human rights activists in
this field. The recent open letter from
Prof. William A. Schabas below is vivid

testimony of this resolve.

Dear Prime Minister Erdogan and
President Sarkisian,

The proposed protocols between
Armenia and Turkey call for an "“impartial
historical commission” to investigate what
the world knows as the Armenian
Genocide of 1915.

As the leading scholarly organization
engaged in the study of genocide, we
welcome continued investigation that will
enhance our understanding of the 1915
massacres. However, we are extremely
wary of any call for allegedly impartial
research into what are clearly established
historical facts.

Acknowledgment of the Armenian
Genocide must be the starting point of
any "impartial historical commission,” not
one of its possible conclusions. The world
would not accept an inquiry into the truth
of the Nazi Holocaust, or the
extermination of the Tutsi in Rwanda, and
nor can it do so with the genocide of the
Armenians.

William  Schabas,  President,
International Association of Genocide
Scholars

In 1915, against the background of
great power politics intervening in the
Ottoman Empire and of World War I, some
1.5 million Armenians were slaughtered.
While on May 24, 1915, the Allied Powers
(France, Great Britain, and Russia) warned
the Ottoman leaders that they would be
called to account for their “crimes against
humanity,” U.S. Ambassador Henry
Morgenthau described on July 16, 1915
what was happening as “race
extermination.” Raphael Lemkin, the legal
scholar who coined the term “genocide” in
1944, describing in his personal memoir how
he became involved in its study, wrote:

I identified myself more and more
with the sufferings of the victims, whose
numbers grew, and I continued my study
of history. I understood that the function
of memory is not only to register past
events, but to stimulate human
conscience. Soon contemporary
examples of genocide followed, such as
the slaughter of the Armenians.

We note that monitors at the
protocols signing ceremony—Russia,
France, the European Union, and
Switzerland (the mediator in the
negotiations)—all have already
acknowledged the Armenian Genocide
through their respective parliaments. The
U.S., whose official diplomatic archive is
one of the richest historical sources on the
Armenian Genocide, will itself eventually
have to stop compromising the truth for
political expediency. President Ronald

Reagan called it genocide in 1981.
President George W. Bush described it as
“the annihilation of as many as 1.5 million
Armenians through forced exile and
murder at the end of the Ottoman
Empire” in 2004. President Obama, in
January 2008, stated:

I also share with Armenian
Americans—so many of whom are
descended from genocide survivors—a
principled commitment to commemorating
and ending genocide. That starts with
acknowledging the tragic instances of
genocide in world history. As a U.S.
senator, I have stood with the Armenian
American community in calling for
Turkey’s acknowledgment of the
Armenian Genocide. Two years ago, I
criticized the secretary of state for the
firing of U.S. Ambassador to Armenia,
John Evans, after he properly used the
term "genocide” to describe Turkey’s
slaughter of thousands of Armenians
starting in 1915. I shared with Secretary
Rice my firmly held conviction that the
Armenian Genocide is not an allegation, a
personal opinion, or a point of view, but
rather a widely documented fact
supported by an overwhelming body of
historical evidence. The facts are
undeniable. An official policy that calls on
diplomats to distort the historical facts is
an untenable policy. As a senator, I
strongly support passage of the Armenian
Genocide Resolution (H.Res.106 and
S.Res.106), and as president I will
recognize the Armenian Genocide.

Notwithstanding the above, we are
of the opinion that while Turks today are
not guilty of committing the genocide,
they are responsible for accepting and
allowing Turkey’s official state denial.
Denial is considered the final stage of
genocide, which continues to victimize the
survivors and their descendants,
aggravating an open wound that can not
heal. The tremendous pain that an
Armenian feels is no different from that a
Jew, Pole, or Roma feels because of
people, such as President Ahmedinejad of
Iran, who deny the Holocaust of World
War II, or a Tutsi feels when the Rwandan
Genocide is denied.

In conclusion, the Armenian
Genocide is part of world history. If we
want to prevent future genocides, we
must treat all cases of genocide as part of
the universal experience, and of concern
toall.

Prof. Roger Smith is the chairman of
the Academic Board of Directors of the
Zoryan Institute.
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Kurds and Armenians: Finding Common Cause

By Serouj Aprahamian

Mijo's Armeno-Kurdish fedayee group!

P

On September 2, 1938 an editorial
appeared in the Hairenik Weekly
condemning the Turkish government’s
brutal crackdown of its Kurdish population
in Dersim. The editorial drew the following
link between the common struggle for
freedom waged by both Armenians and
Kurds:

“The case with the Kurds is a fight
born of desperation, similar to the stand
of the Armenians in 1918, a resistance
which takes into account neither numbers
nor odds. It is the natural instinct for self-
preservation and self-determination to
which all peoples aspire.”

Such an expression of solidarity with
the Kurdish Cause was not an aberration
but, rather, a direct extension of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation’s rich
legacy of standing shoulder to shoulder
with all groups struggling against
oppression. Drawing such links between
other movements for social justice and
the Armenian Cause is an important
principle which deserves proper attention,

not only for its moral and historical
significance, but also for its political
implications in today’s context of Hai Tad
activism.

Motivating Factors

There are two major underlying
aspects behind the principle of solidarity.
One is the moral aspect which considers
freedom to be a social, rather than mere
individual, pursuit. It is based on the belief
that one can only truly be free when
freedom becomes achieved for all others
around them as well; for how can one
truly be content and secure in their
freedom if they are surrounded by
suffering and injustice? This concept is
perhaps best captured in Martin Luther
King Jr's famous quote, “Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere.”

The other dimension for solidarity
hinges on a more practical political
calculation: the belief that by coming
together with others around a common

goal, one can help build a broader base of
power and improve social conditions.
Indeed, by pooling resources and
manpower, movements which are able to
collaborate with one another are logically
much more likely to achieve victories. The
smaller a group or movement is, the
more central this consideration becomes
in their hopes for pursuing justice.

The ARF Legacy

The history of the Armenian Cause,
both of these dimensions have played a
role in motivating initiatives to form bonds
with non-Armenian circles. From very
early on its existence, the ARF cultivated
ties with other peoples who similarly
struggled for liberation against despotic
regimes. Such groups included the
Russians, Kurds, Persians, Assyrians,
Macedonians and even ordinary Turks
who suffered under the Sultan.

Within the Armenian communities of
the Ottoman Empire, the Kurdish masses
stood out as an especially important
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group to establish cooperation with. Like
Armenians, Kurdish peasants lived a
servile existence under Ottoman rule and
faced similar levels of exploitation. The
ARF sought to explain that both peoples
had a shared interest in resisting Turkish
tyranny and the brutality of Kurdish
landowning chieftains.

Several early ARF World Congresses
passed decisions calling for the
establishment of relations with Kurds; the
pages of Droshak, the ARF's official
publication, commonly featured calls for
peace with the Kurds; and fedayees such
as Ishkhan, Vartkes, Goms, Roupen,
Kevork Chavoush, Rosdom and many
others made attempts to build bridges
with the Kurdish working class. Although
these attempts did not bear full fruit,
there were in fact a handful of Kurds who
were courageous enough to go against
their powerful chiefs and join with the ARF
in its struggle against the Sultan. Kurdish
figures such as Msto, Valad Nuri, Kerpela
Abbas, and Hamzeh put their lives on the
line and fought shoulder to shoulder with
Armenians. There was even a mixed
Armeno-Kurdish ARF group led by the
fedayee Mjo.

Nevertheless, the lack of a
revolutionary consciousness and the grip
of the feudal clan system within the
Kurdish community served as an obstacle
to broad-based collaboration. Many Kurds
succumbed to the divide and conquer
policies designed by the Turkish state and
participated in the massacre of
Armenians.

Following the Genocide, however, as
the Turkish government turned its
genocidal focus against the Kurds, the
ARF once again extended a hand of
harmony and collaboration to the Kurdish
people. Figures such as Vahan Papazian
worked to bring Kurds together and help
them organize resistance against the
increasingly repressive policies of Kemalist
Turkey. Due to Papazian’s efforts, a first-
ever national Kurdish league called
Hoybun was formed in Lebanon in 1927.
ARF leaders such as Garo Sassouni also
allied in favor of the Kurdish struggle and
the ARF officially raised the Kurdish issue
at meetings of the Socialist International,
beginning in 1925.

Securing Solidarity

Thus, as can be seen, attempts at
solidarity between Kurds and Armenians
persevered even in the face of past
Kurdish involvement in atrocities against
Armenians. This was due to the fact that
Kurds are a people whose fate has been
inextricably linked to that of Armenians.

Both have been victims of Turkish
brutality and have had their national rights
denied.

Just as Turkish authorities once
viewed Armenians’ call for equality and
democracy as a “threat” to their empire,
Ankara today interprets the Kurdish
people’s demand for basic human rights
as meaning “separatism.” Just as the
Ottoman authorities refused to recognize
the national identity of Armenians and
called them “Christian Turks,” the Kurdish
people have had to fight Turkey’s
attempts to officially classify them as
“Mountain Turks.” Just as they once did to
Armenians, the Turkish government
continues to suppress the language,
history, and identity of Kurds; ransacks
their schools and cultural monuments;
bans their political parties and newspapers;
pillages their towns and villages; terrorizes
their families and children; subjects Kurds
to a policy of Turkification; and attacks
their human rights workers and journalists.

There is no better example of the
horrific consequences of allowing Turkey
to get away with the Genocide than what
is happening today to the Kurds. Allowing
a crime to go unpunished only tells the
criminal that they can get away with the
same crimes over and over again. We see
this very clearly today in the case of
Turkey’s policy toward the Kurds.

In this sense, there is a moral
imperative to show solidarity with the
Kurdish people’s struggle. At the same
time, there is a tactical imperative to form
cooperation with all those who share an

interest in putting an end to Turkey's
inhumanity. The strength of all
movements demanding justice from
Turkey would be amplified if such diverse
groups came together around their
mutual points of concern. Not doing so
would only serve the interests of the
Turkish state and continue the divide-and-
conquer policy it has so long pursued.

In addition, as has been pointed out
by academic Bilgit Ayata, dialogue
between Armenians and Kurds has the
potential to serve as a counterweight to
the counterproductive approach being
pushed on the state level between Turkey
and Armenia. Instead of succumbing to
Turkey’s imposition of dominance under
the guise of  Turkish-Armenian
‘reconciliation,” Armenians should seek
common cause with the Kurdish people
and ask themselves how there can ever
be genuine friendship with a country that
still systematically oppresses over 20% of
its own population.

Although there have been many
disappointments and negative
experiences in the ARF’s attempts to form
coalitions with other struggles, there have
also been many positive achievements.
Indeed, some of the instances of
collaboration with other liberation
movements have undoubtedly formed
one of the most remarkable chapters in
ARF history. In this light, the benefits of
collaboration should continue to be
pursued, albeit carefully and with the
vigilance that ensures that the rights of
Armenians are never made expendable.
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Even on the Titanic!

They Escaped Turkish Persecution
Only to Die with the Sinking of the 7itanic

Years ago while studying in Halifax,
Nova Scotia (Canada), by chance I came
upon the grave of an Armenian who was
buried at the Fairview Lawn Cemetery in
Halifax, along with 120 others who had lost
their lives in the Titanic disaster in 1912.
At the time I didn't think much about it. As
many Armenians, I was also brought up
with the notion that I would find an
Armenian under any stone anywhere in
the world. I have to confess, I actually
chuckled at this man’s headstone when I
thought, ‘Even on the Titanic?'

Last summer, I had the opportunity
to again visit Nova Scotia, a small province
with a population of less than 1 million
people. As a student, I had come to like
the small city of Halifax that lies on the
Atlantic and has one of the major harbors
in Canada — a harbor that had welcomed
Armenian survivors of the Hamidian
massacres in the late 19* century. The
province has one of the most beautiful
shores in the world. And driving along the
coast, I used to enjoy taking pictures of
the many lighthouses or watching the
whales swim near the rocky shores. The
only problem for me was only a handful of
Armenians lived in Nova Scotia.

One of the reasons I went back to
Halifax again was to visit the grave of M.
Der Zacarian. I was curious to find out
more about this Armenian who had lost his
life with the sinking of the Titanic. I was
also curious to know if there were other
Armenians on board that ship. Because
the Titanic sank near the shores of Nova
Scotia, most of the bodies that were
recovered were buried in the city of
Halifax. And Der Zacarian, a lone
Armenian, was also buried there, perhaps
forgotten and abandoned.

The largest ship of its time, the
Titanic left Southampton, England on its
way to New York City on April 10, 1912. It
was reputed to be the safest ship ever
built, so safe that the builders believed 20
lifeboats were more than enough. It
carried around 2,200 crew members and
passengers who ranged from the world’s
wealthiest to the poorest refugees. The
passengers were accommodated in three
classes: the first luxurious class
accommodated 329 passengers, the

second class had 285 passengers, and
the third class was taken up by 710
people. The crew of the Titanic was
comprised of 899 personnel.

Four days into the journey, on April
14, just before midnight, the 7itanic hit an
iceberg. The collision was fatal and the
ship began to sink. Although each
passenger was issued a lifejacket, only
less than half could be accommodated on
the lifeboats. Two hours and 40 minutes
after the collision, the T7itanic had sunk
completely. The next day, another ship,
the Carpathia rescued only 705 survivors
from the lifeboats. 1522 had lost their
lives.

I went over the list of names of
the passengers and located no Armenians
in either the first or the second class.
However, in the third class list, I came
across the names of 6 Armenians.
According to the registers of the T7itanic, 5
of these Armenians were from the town
of Keghi in the Armenian province of
Erzeroum, and one was from ‘Abosknak’
(which could be Akkonak). The six were
identified as laborers and all had boarded
the Titanic at Cherbourg, France. Of the

by Katia M. Peltekian

six, 4 lost their lives.

Keghi was an administrative district
of Erzeroum province, and its district seat
was in Keghi-Kasaba. According to
sources, Keghi was made up of 363 large
and small villages, 51 of which were
Armenian. The estimated population of
the district at the beginning of the 20t
century was 60,000 out of whom around
20,000 were Armenians.

The economic conditions, the
Turkish persecution of the Christian
minorities, and the sporadic massacres of
the Armenians at the end of the 19®
century and the beginning of the 20t
century compelled many to leave their
towns seeking a better life in North
America. And the Keghetsi were no
different. In fact, in 1911 alone a few
thousand young Keghetsi men had
immigrated to the US as general laborers
in many North American industries.

According to one young man from
Keghi, he and 7 other Keghetsis were
joined by 4 from Moush and 4 from
Erzinga. Together, they walked for 7 days
to Trebizond on the Black Sea and sailed
to Marseilles (France). They had stayed
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Der Zacarian’s grave stone

at the Keghetsi “hotel” in Marseilles, where
their compatriots had cared for them.
This young man was fortunate; he was
waiting for money sent by his relatives in
the US to be able to sail to America. The
money arrived 3 weeks late. (I. Kaprielian,
“Immigration & Settlement of Armenians
in S. Ontario”) However, five of the
Keghetsis managed to get tickets on the
Titanic.

THE FOUR VICTIMS

According to the Titanic records, of
the four Armenians who lost their lives in
the sinking, only one body was recovered,
and is buried in Halifax. The bodies of the
other three were either not recovered or
not identified. The following information
about the victims is recorded in the 7itanic
files. It is to be noted that names could
have been misspelled by the Ship’s staff.

a) Name: Mr. Maprie Der Zakarian

Age: 22 years

Last residence: Keghi, Turkey

Class: 31 class passenger

Port of embarkation: Cherbourg, France
Ticket Number: 2656

Ticket price paid: £7, 4 shillings, 6 dimes
Destination: Brantford, Ontario, Canada
Buried: Fairview Lawn Cemetery, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, Canada

When Mr. Der Zakarian’s body was
recovered, it was tagged as #304 with the
following description:

No. 304 — Male —

Estimated Age, 26. Dark Hair

and slight mustache.

Clothing — Blue suit; striped shirt,
brown pants, three shirts.

Effects — 80 francs in gold; $12.50
in gold in purse; empty purse.

Third class ticket.
Name: Mapri Der Zacarian

b) Name: Mr. Sarkis Mardirosian

Age: 25 years

Last residence: Keghi, Turkey
Occupation: Farm laborer

Class: 31 class passenger

Port of embarkation: Cherbourg, France
Ticket Number: 2655

Ticket price paid: £7, 4 shillings, 7 dimes
Destination: Brantford, Ontario, Canada

According to records, Mr.
Mardirosian was an Armenian-American
whose family was traced to Beirut,
Lebanon. He owned an antiques shop in
Lyons, France. Most probably. he was
visiting his family and relatives in Keghi.

His body, if recovered, was never
identified.

c) Name: Mr. Artin Zakarian

Age: 27 years

Last residence: Keghi, Turkey
Occupation: General laborer

Class: 31 class passenger

Port of embarkation: Cherbourg, France
Ticket Number: 2670

Ticket price paid: £7, 4 shillings, 6 dimes
Destination: Brantford, Ontario, Canada

Mr. Zakarian’s body, if recovered,
was never identified.

d) Name: Mr. Arsen Sirayanian

Age: 22 years

Last residence: Keghi, Turkey
Occupation: Farmer

Class: 3 class passenger

Port of embarkation: Cherbourg, France
Ticket Number: 2669

Ticket price paid: £7, 4 shillings, 7 dimes
Destination: Brantford, Ontario, Canada

Mr. Sirayanian’s body, if recovered,
was never identified.

On July 13, 1912, Gochnak, the
Armenian weekly from New York City,
published a letter sent by the Patriarchate
of Keghi informing the deaths of four
Keghetsis in the sinking of the Titanic.
Although the letter gives the correct
names of the victims, there is no mention
of the victims’ ages:

a) Mampré Der Zakarian leaves
behind a 25 year-old wife, a son, two
sisters and a brother.

b) Sarkis Mardirossian is survived by
an 80-year-old father, 75-year-old mother,
a pregnant wife, a 5-year-old son and a
brother.

¢) Haroutyun Der Zakarian leaves
behind a 40-year-old wife and 3 sons.

d) Arsen Sirkanian (and not
Sirayanian as the Titanic records show) is
survived by a 75-year-old father and 70-
year-old mother, one sister and one
brother.

In the three cemeteries where the
Titanic victims are buried, there are
graves of unidentified passengers whose
headstones bear only numbers. In recent
years, with the advance of science, some
of the remains of the bodies were
identified by DNA tests and the names
were added to the gravestones. However,
there remain many nameless graves
which could be of the Keghetsi youth who
had escaped Turkish persecution only to
die on the Titanic.

THE TWO SURVIVORS

Looking at the list of passengers by
class, it was noticeable that most of the
1st class passengers were able to go on
the lifeboats, and survived the sinking of
the Titanic. Very few of the 710
passengers from the third class survived
the disaster. However, many male
passengers from the 31 class were let on
the lifeboats to man the oars. The
following information about the two
Armenians who survived is provided by
the T7itanic records.

a) Name: Mr. David Vartanian

Date of Birth: April 15, 1890

Last residence: Keghi, Turkey

Class: 31 class passenger

Port of embarkation: Cherbourg, France
Ticket Number: 2658

Ticket price paid: £7, 4 shillings, 6 dimes
Destination: Brantford, Ontario, Canada

Mr. Vartanian was one of the 47
survivors who had escaped on Lifeboat
#13, although he claimed he was on
board a collapsible boat. He arrived in New
York City on board the rescue ship 7he
Carpathian on April 18, 1912.

The records describe Mr. Vartanian
as a 22 year old from Turkish Armenia,
the son of Azadia Vartanian and Sierma
Agoyan. A laborer, Vartanian lived in Oror
township of Keghi. He was married to
Bajer Vartanian who stayed behind in
Keghi. After disembarking in New York,
Vartanian, along with the other Armenian
survivor Mr. Krekorian, left for Canada
where he worked for a few years. Later
he moved to Pennsylvania, and then to
Michigan where he married again and had
a son and two daughters. He passed
away in Detroit in August 1966 aged 76.
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b) Name: Neshan Krekorian

Date of Birth: May 12, 1886

Last residence: Abosknak, Turkey
(note: the town could be Akkonak

in Moush province)

Occupation: General laborer

Class: 31 class passenger

Port of embarkation: Cherbourg, France
Ticket Number: 2654

Ticket price paid: £7, 4 shillings, 7 dimes
Destination: Brantford, Ontario, Canada

According to one source, Krekorian
did not have a ticket for the Titanic and
had to bribe a travel agent in Marseilles to
get on board. When the Titanic hit the
iceberg, Krekorian managed to make his
way up to the deck just as Lifeboat #10
was being lowered down. He jumped for it
and landed on the boat, saving himself.
The boat carried 28 other passengers and
2 able seamen. After landing in New York
City, he left for St. Catherine’s, Ontario
(Canada), married Persa Vartanian in 1924
and had 4 children. Krekorian worked all his
life on an assembly line at General Motors
Automobile Company. He died in St.
Catherine’s in May, 1978 at the age of 92.

Kerkorian had related his story as
the following:

It started with a muffled bang.
Krekorian, 25, heard a crash at about
11:40 p.m. as water began seeping into
the watertight compartments near the
steerage area where third-class
passengers were staying. Kerkorian
continued: “In a minute there was chaos
and confusion. Women rushed hither and
thither and then the lights went out and
we were all left in the dark. Everybody
seemed to lose their heads and just stand
about and shriek. The lights flickered back
and steerage passengers relaxed a little.”
They slipped on their life jackets and
Krekorian dressed warmly. As it turned
out, some of the European and Middle
Eastern immigrants in the lower sections
may not have had a chance. By law, the
steerage passengers were separated
from others presumably to prevent the
spread of infectious disease. Iron locks
hindered their escape. Several locked
doors had to be axed-open by Krekorian
and others as they struggled to the
outside decks. On deck, the scene was
calm at first, but over the next two hours,
things deteriorated. When the passengers
realized there weren't enough lifeboats to
go around, panic spread. Fathers and
older males gave comforting words to
their shrieking families who were
separated from them and directed to the
lifeboats. As the head of the ship nosed

The Fairview Lawn Cemetery, the Titanic Section, Halifax, Nova Scotia

into the Atlantic, it was obvious the end
was near. Crew members dealt harshly
with male passengers trying to save
themselves. Krekorian had claimed later
that in that chaos there was no law of the
sea that women and children could go
first. He saw some throwing women and
children overboard because there wasn't
enough space for everybody. The crew
shot men who leapt into these lifeboats.
(Titanic: The Canadian Story by Alan
Hustak).

Of course many stories were told
about the men, especially those in the 3
class who survived the disaster. There
was even a headline in one of the
newspapers which read “Armenian Who
Dressed in Women's Clothes to Get off
Titanic.” Kerkorian denied it and according
to witnesses he actually used a rope to
leap into lifeboat #10 and save himself.

In addition to these Armenians, the
Joronto Star ran an article on April 19,
1912 entitled “Poor Peasant and Multi-
Millionaire Together in Death,” in which it
mentioned yet another Armenian who
died with the sinking of 7he Titanic.
According to this article, Mr. Nardji Narsini,
an Armenian peasant, kissed his pregnant
wife, placed her in one of the lifeboats and
said to her: “Maria, perhaps we never
meet again, but some day you tell our
child how I died.” Nardiji lost his life, and his
wife Maria became the ward of charity as
soon as she disembarked the rescue ship
The Carpathia. The article continued,
“Maria Narsini lost everything she had in

the world: the linens she had made
against the day of her marriage, the
feather bed lining — they were her
marriage dot — and Nardji had saved up
$100 in addition to the price of the
steamship tickets, and this too was lost.”
However, these two names (or similar
sounding names) do not appear on either
the passenger lists or the crew lists of 7he
Titanic. 1t is to be noted that the ship’s
records do state that their lists are
incomplete.

It is ironic that these Armenians fled
from a nightmare thousands of miles
away only to face a new disaster. What
happened to the families they had left
behind when the Turkish army entered
the Armenian villages and began
massacring the innocent? These young
men were hoping to settle down in Canada
and bring over their families. Mampre Der
Zacarian had a wife and a child. Haroutyun
Der Zakarian left behind a wife and three
sons. Sarkis Mardirossian left behind a
pregnant wife and a son. David Vartanian,
one of the survivors, was married when
he left Keghi, but years later he remarried
when he settled in America. Had he
received news that his wife did not survive
the terrible massacres perpetrated by the
Turks in the province of Erzeroum? Would
these victims have survived the Genocide
had they stayed in their towns with their
families?

With such stories, it is distressing to
know that one can find an Armenian
anywhere in this world.
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THE CHIAROSCURO OF HEMSHIN AUTUMN

The FIPRESCI (International Association of Film Critics and
Cinema Journalists) award of the 6" Golden Apricot Yerevan In-
ternational Film Festival 2009 went to Sonbahar (Autumn) by the
young Turkish filmmaker Ozcan Alper.

Alper’s first film, Momi, which presented the environment of
the director’s native culture — Islamized Armenians, or the so-
called Hemshin ethnic group — was rather promising. Those ex-
pectations were completely justified in Alper’s first feature film,
Autumn, which is already a mature work of an experienced film-
maker. It strikes with psychological depth in presenting the hero’s
state of mind to the audience and excellent camera work. The
environment of the film is also skillfully portrayed.

The hero of the film is Yusuf (actor Onur Saylak), who
spent the best years of his life in jail “because he wanted social-
ism.” He returns to his native village on health grounds after ten
years of imprisonment in Istanbul. He is a lost person, a typical
loser who does not live in the present. The world was a window
for him in prison. It keeps being a window also at home, from
where Yusuf can see the falling of the leaves, hear the raven'’s
croak and rain. The audience understands that the same occurs
also in Yusuf’s soul. The spiritual wound and physical state, the
improper time and circumstances ruin him. The director does not
make a hero of him, nor does he make him look handsome.
Yusuf is not even able to make physical love. His meeting with
Eka, a Georgian prostitute (actress Megi Kobaladze), does not
mean much for him, yet the girl has a spiritual change and re-
turns to her homeland and family. Eka is also an unhappy person
like Yusuf and the other characters of the autumn world. Their
existence is a continuous expectation of a good life, which does
not come. This idea was expressed also by a quotation from
Chekhov's Uncle Vanya.

Nothing special happens in the film, yet the spectator’s in-
terest isn't diminished for a single moment. With its natural, calm
narration, static scenes and life’s true depiction, Autumn gives

Ozcan Alper

By Artsvi Bakhchinyan

the impression of being a documentary. Especially if we take into
account that some of actors are not professionals (first of all,
Yusuf’s mother who speaks the Hemshin dialect). The impression
of documentation is deepened by the usage of archival footage
from student revolts in Istanbul in 2000.

While appreciating the artistic values of the film, one should
also mention the high professional and very esthetic work of the
cameraman (Feza Kaldiran) and the editor (Thomas Balkenhol).
It seems the film does not have a single thoughtless shot. Slow,
yet not extended shots of beautiful scenes are reminiscent of
artistic photographs. Nature is a personage. The colors of the
village in green gradually become bright, but it is a sad brightness.
Simultaneously with the deepening of autumn, the physical state
and state of mind of the hero become worse. The life of the
hero and the film finish by the coming of winter.

The film is dedicated “to the beautiful children of these im-
patient times who never stop chasing dreams.” Ozcan Alper is
one of the beautiful children of this generation of Turkish filmmak-
ers, who chases his dreams on the screen and whose impressive
new voice in Turkish cinema has been described as “Alperian.”
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The killer Queen
Susianna “"Susi” Kentikian

Born Syuzanna Levonovna Kentikian on September 11,
1987, Susi is a German-Armenian professional boxer. She began
boxing when she was twelve years old. Following a successful
amateur career, she turned professional in 2005 when she signed
with the Hamburg boxing promoter Spotlight Boxing. Kentikian
won her first world championship fight in February 2007, and she
is the current World Boxing Association (WBA), World Boxing Or-
ganization (WBO) and Women's International Boxing Federation
(WIBF) world flyweight champion.

Kentikian is undefeated, having won 16 of her 25 profes-
sional fights by knockout. The German television station ZDF
broadcasts her fights since July 2009. She had previously head-
lined fight cards for the television station ProSieben from 2007 to
2009. Kentikian has gained minor celebrity status in Germany,
and she hopes to reach popularity similar to the retired German
female boxing star Regina Halmich.

Early life

Susianna Kentikian was born in Yerevan, Armeniania, the
daughter of veterinary doctor Levon Kentikian and his wife
Makruki. At the age of five, she left Armenia with her parents and
her nine-year-old brother, Mikael. In 1992, the family first moved
to Berlin, Germany, and stayed at asylum seekers” homes. How-
ever, due to the violence at these facilities and their poor knowl-
edge of the German language, they left Berlin and moved to
Moldova and later to Russia, where Kentikian went to school for a
short period of time. The family returned to Germany in 1996
and relocated in Hamburg, again living in government facilities for
asylum seekers. Kentikian’s residence status remained uncertain
for almost a decade. Several times, she and her family were
taken to the airport for deportation, but the intervention of local
friends such as her amateur trainer, Frank Rieth, who called law-
yers, the media, and local politicians, prevented their final expul-
sion. Her family received a permanent residence permit in 2005
when she signed a three-year professional boxing contract that
established a stable income.

At the age of 16, Kentikian began working as a cleaner in a
local fitness center to help her family financially. She graduated
from high school (Realschule) in the summer of 2006, and she
eventually became a German citizen in June 2008. She has ap-
plied for dispensation to be allowed to retain her Armenian citizen-
ship. Kentikian now lives with her family in an apartment near her
Hamburg boxing gym.

Amateur career

Kentikian discovered her enthusiasm for boxing when she
was twelve years old after accompanying her brother to his box-
ing training. She started with regular training herself and stated
that boxing had allowed her to forget the difficulties of her life for
a short time: "I could let everything out, my whole energy. If you
have so many problems like our family, you need something like
that.”

Kentikian won the Hamburg Championships for juniors
from 2001 to 2004. She also won the Northern German Champi-
onships for juniors in 2003 and 2004, and in October 2004, she
had her biggest amateur success by winning the International
German Women’s Amateur Championships in the featherweight
division for juniors. Kentikian found it increasingly difficult to find
opponents in the amateur ranks, as few boxers wanted to face
her in the ring, and her status as an asylum seeker did not allow
her to box outside Hamburg. Kentikian’s final amateur record
stood at 24 wins and one loss. She later blamed overeagerness
for her single loss, having fought despite health problems at the
time. Her aggressive style and fast combinations, and her ambi-
tion to always attack until she knocked out the opponent earned
her the nickname “Killer Queen”; She has often used the identi-
cally-named song by the English rock band Queen as her en-
trance music.

Professional career

Kentikian was discovered as a professional boxer at an
exhibition fight during qualifications for the World Amateur Boxing
Championships. At the beginning of 2005, she signed a three-
year contract with the Hamburg boxing promoter Spotlight Box-
ing, a joint venture of Universum Box-Promotion, focusing on
young athletes. Since then, she has been coached by Universum
trainer Magomed Schaburow. Kentikian started her professional
career on January 15, 2005, with a win by unanimous decision
over Iliana Boneva of Bulgaria on the undercard of German fe-
male boxing star Regina Halmich. Over the next 14 months,
Kentikian won nine of her eleven fights by knockout. Her unusu-
ally high knockout percentage, rarely seen in lower female weight
classes, began to draw attention. On July 25, 2006, she won her
first belt, the International German flyweight title, against Daniela
Graf by unanimous decision. In her first international title fight on
September 9, 2006, Kentikian beat Maribel Zurita from the United
States with a fourth round technical knockout for the WIBF
InterContinental flyweight title; the fight was stopped when Zurita
was cut over the left eyebrow.

2008
Kentikian successfully defended her titles against Sarah
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Goodson of the Philippines by a third round technical knockout on
February 29, 2008. Goodson, who had fought almost exclusively
in lower weight classes before, was overpowered by Kentikian and
the referee ended the fight after a series of body punches in
round three. In her next title defense on May 10, 2008, Kentikian
beat Mary Ortega from the United States with a first round tech-
nical knockout. Ortega, who had previously fought against well-
known opponents such as Elena Reid and Hollie Dunaway, was
knocked down twice by straight right hands during the first
90 seconds of the fight. When Kentikian had Ortega pinned
against the ropes again, the referee stepped in shortly before the
end of round one. The quick stoppage came as a surprise to
many, including television commentator Regina Halmich, who had
expected a hard-fought bout.

In her next title defense on August 29, 2008, Kentikian
met Hager Finer of Israel, Halmich’s last opponent before retir-
ing. Following a close opening round, the boxing match turned
into a brawl, and Finer scored during the first half of the fight.
From round five onwards, Kentikian managed to take over the
bout by landing the cleaner punches and she won by unanimous
decision. On December 5, 2008, Kentikian faced Anastasia
Toktaulova of Russia, the reigning GBU flyweight champion, al-
though the GBU title was not on the line. During the uncharacter-
istic tactical fight, Kentikian managed to control her opponent
from the middle of the ring in most of the rounds. The three
judges all scored the bout in favor of Kentikian. In December
2008, she was named Germany's female boxer of the year for
the first time.

DASALAFR

2009

Kentikian retained her WIBF and WBA belts with a unani-
mous decision win over Elena Reid from the United States on
March 20, 2009. Reid, who was well-known in Germany after two
controversial bouts with Halmich in 2004 and 2005, remained
largely passive from the opening bell and Kentikian controlled her
through the majority of the fight. Reid did not win a single round
on the official scorecards. On July 4, 2009, Kentikian fought the
WBA super flyweight interim champion Carolina Gutierrez Gaite of
Argentina. Kentikian used her speed and combinations to domi-
nate her opponent through the ten rounds, winning every round
on the judges’ scores.

Boxing championships and honors

Amateur titles
Hamburg Champion for juniors — 2001 to 2004
Northern German Champion for juniors — 2003 and 2004

Professional titles
International German Flyweight Title — won July 25, 2006
WBA World Flyweight Champion — won February 16, 2007
WIBF World Flyweight Champion — won December 7, 2007
WBO World Flyweight Champion — won October 10, 2009

Awards
WBA Best Female Boxer — 2007/2008
Germany'’s female boxer of the year — 2008
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L'invention de I'Azerbaidjan

Dans son ouvrage L'Invention de I'histoire, Rouben Galichian explique comment |’Azerbaidjan
a été fabriqué de toutes piéces en 1918, et il tire la sonnette d’alarme sur les dangers de la
propagande anti-arménienne de Bakou.

France-Armeénie : Vous avez publié
un nouveau livre, The Invention of history
(ndir : LInvention de I'histoire), sur la
maniére dont les Azerbaidjanais falsifient
les faits concernant la nation, les terres et
les monuments arméniens. Que
cherchez-vous a travers ce livre ? Est-ce
une réponse au livre War against
Azerbajjan (ndilr : La Guerre contre
[Azerbaidjan) ?

Rouben Galichian : En avril 2008, j'ai
passé en revue le livre La Guerre contre
I'’Azerbaidjan, et cela m'a donné I'idée de
développer cette problématique. Ce livre
couvre de nombreux sujets et se veut
étre une réponse générale aux
mensonges propagés par les autorités de
la République de I'’Azerbaidjan. Il est
destiné au grand public intéressé par
I'histoire, la politique et la géopolitique du
Moyen-Orient et du Caucase.

FA. : Comme vous [lavez
mentionné dans le livre, en 1918, lorsque
le territoire au nord du fleuve Araxe est
devenu indépendant, il a été décide de
nommer le nouveau pays la
Transcaucasie de I'Est et du Sud, mais le
parti Musavat a usé de son influence pour
faire modifier cette décision et nommer le
pays Azerbaidjan. Ils ont alors inventé un
pays qui n'avait jamais existeé auparavant,
Quel était le but du parti Musavat ? Ou
était lintérét sur le plan politigue ?

R.G. : Lorsque le territoire de
I’Azerbaidjan a été nommé, le nom n’a
pas été inventé, mais «emprunté» a la
province iranienne d’Azerbaidjan, située de
I'autre coté du fleuve Araxe et vieille de
2 000 ans. Cela a été fait
intentionnellement pour que par la suite,
ce nouveau pays puisse prétendre
englober la province iranienne, élargir ainsi
son territoire et franchir un pas de plus
vers la réalisation d'un plan de nature
panturquiste : avoir une ceinture de pays
turcophones de I’Asie Mineure jusqu’a la
Mongolie.

FA. ! Quelle est cette nation qui vit
maintenant en Azerbaidjan ? Comment a-
t-elle réussi a inventer lidentité de
[Azerbaidjan ?

R.G. : Je crois que la population de

Rouben Galichian

I'actuelle République d’Azerbaidjan se
compose d'un mélange de Perses,
d’Azéris iraniens, de Tats, d’Avars, de
Kurdes et de tribus daghestanis, talyches,
udis et lezguines (ces deux derniéres sont
les héritieres des Albanais du Caucase),
auxquels s'ajoutent les invasions des
Seldjoukides, des Mongols et d'autres
tribus turques, généralement connues
sous le nom de Tatars.

La langue de ces peuples est
devenue le turc azéri, méme si leur langue
a été écrite principalement en persan.
Lorsque ce territoire a été nommé
Azerbaidjan en 1918, les habitants ont été
nommeés les Azéris. En dépit de cette
dénomination et pendant plus de douze
ans, la population n’utilisait pas le terme
«azéri», mais celui de Tatars. Cette
identité azérie a été imposée a la
population par ceux qui voulaient élargir le
territoire. Je ne vois pas pourquoi les
autorités azerbaidjanaises ont peur
d'admettre que leur population est un

mélange de races et par conséquent,
I'héritiére de toutes ces cultures. Regardez
les Etats-Unis d’Amérique qui forment le
plus grand mélange de races et de
peuples : ils sont fiers de leur patrimoine
varié !

FA. : Pour faire la différence entre
les deux populations, devons-nous
appeler les habitants de la République
dAzerbaidjan les «Azerbaidjanals» et les
habitants de la province de IAzerbaidjan
en Iran les «Azéris» ?

R.G. : Oui, je suis d'accord avec
vous ! Cela semble étre une bonne
solution, car les vrais Azéris sont les
peuples des provinces iraniennes
d'Azerbaidjan occidental et oriental, ainsi
que de la province d'Ardabil. Ces trois
provinces, dans le passé, ont toutes été
regroupées en une seule province :
I’Azerbaidjan. La population de Ia
République d’Azerbaidjan doit choisir un
nom semblable a ses origines. Si elle
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prétend étre I'héritiere des Albanais,

pourquoi ne pas utiliser le terme
«Albanais» pour se désigner ?
FA. : Le gouvernement

azerbaidjanais cherche-t-il a créer un
Azerbaidjan unifié par sécession de la
province iranienne ?

R.G. : Cela semble étre le but,
comme le prévoient de nombreux
historiens et politiciens. Pour preuve les
événements de 1946, lorsque la Faction
démocratique de I’Azerbaidjan, installée et
soutenue par I'URSS, a tenté d‘annexer la
province iranienne de I’Azerbaidjan a
I'Union soviétique et a nouveau en 1992,
lorsque le président de I’Azerbaidjan,
Eltchibey, a invité “les fréres et les sceurs
du sud du fleuve Araxe” a se joindre a
eux dans un Azerbaidjan “unifié”.

FA. : Compte tenu de certains
événements survenus au XXe siécle et de
la faiblesse du systeme étatique
armenien, on n'a pas réussi a empécher
/a destruction de [I'héritage culturel
arménien en Arménie occidentale.
Maintenant que |Arménie a un Ftat
indépendant, on ne peut pas empécher la
destruction des églises et des monuments
armeéniens en Azerbaidjan et en Géorgie.
Quelle en est la raison ? Pourquoi ne peut-
on pas mobiliser la communauté
Internationale ?

R.G. : C'est précisément cette
question qui a motivé I'écriture de mon
livre. Les autorités arméniennes, les
hommes politiques, les académiciens, les
spécialistes et les scientifiques ont gardé le
silence pendant trop longtemps. A
I'époque soviétique, la tendance était de
ne pas offenser les Républiques
«soeurs», en dépit du fait qu'elles étaient
en infraction vis-a-vis des Arméniens
depuis les années 1960. Dans un article
paru récemment dans I'un des quotidiens
arméniens, le journaliste demande au
ministre des Affaires étrangeres de la
République d’Arménie, pourquoi sur les
cartes arméniennes du Karabagh, le

territoire n’est pas indiqué comme
indépendant. Réponse du ministre :
I’Arménie ne veut pas créer d’animosité
avec son voisin. Et pendant tout ce
temps, le soi-disant “pays voisin et ami”
imprime et distribue des livres et des
articles contre I'Arménie et les Arméniens,
en annongant méme que les Arméniens
n‘ont jamais vécu dans le Caucase du Sud
et que tous les monuments chrétiens de
ce territoire appartiennent au patrimoine
azeéri.

Les autorités arméniennes et celles
de la diaspora devraient se rendre compte
que c’est un jeu dangereux qui, un jour,
peut devenir une «réalité». Des articles
devraient étre distribués et des sites Web
préparés pour expliquer vraiment ce
qu’est I'histoire régionale. Je sais que c'est
un exercice qui demande beaucoup de
temps, mais si nous ne le faisons pas,
dans cinquante ans, le point de vue
azerbaidjanais sera omniprésent, sans un
livre qui le conteste. Ainsi, I'histoire sera
modifiée selon la version azérie. Nous, les
Arméniens, avons conserveé notre histoire
quand nous n’‘avions pas de pays
indépendant. Maintenant que nous avons
un pays indépendant, nous allons perdre
notre histoire, sans aucune lutte ! Il est
absolument insuffisant de dire que les
revendications azéries sont “stupides et
sans fondement”, nous devons faire
quelque chose ! Sinon, comment
pourrons-nous faire face a nos
générations futures ?

Les livres azéris ont méme nommé
le territoire de la République d’Arménie
“I'Azerbaidjan occidental”, et leurs auteurs
sont restés impunis, sans méme faire
I'objet de contestation ! Pourquoi les
Arméniens n’ont-ils pas poursuivi en
justice la Turquie et I'Azerbaidjan pour la
destruction de leur patrimoine, qui vise a
tenter d’effacer le nom arménien de la
région ? Y a-t-il quelqu’un au sein du
gouvernement qui a penseé a ce sujet ?

FA. : Les Azerbaidjanais sont dans

Notre gouvernement a fait trop peu, trop tard.
Les instigateurs de la premiere plainte adressée
a I'UNESCO et a I'UE ont éte des particuliers et
des organisations. Je blame les autorites pour ne
pas avoir renvoyeé [laffaire devant la Cour
internationale de Justice de La Haye. N’est-ce
pas une autre forme de génocide ? N’est-ce pas

un génocide culturel ?

une guerre permanente de linformation
contre les Arméniens, et la publication d'un
ouvrage comme La Guerre contre
[Azerbaidjan latteste. Que peut faire /a
diaspora arménienne en Europe et
ailleurs, pour présenter notre patrimoine
culturel dAzerbaidjan a la communauté
internationale et le protéger ? D'autre
part, ils pratiquent un lavage de cerveau
sur leur propre population. Les jeunes
sont mal informés et c'est trés dangereux
pour les Arméniens. Qu'en pensez-vous ?

R.G. : Comme je l'ai dit tout a
I'heure, pour avancer, il faut publier tous
types de littératures et créer des sites
Web — en anglais et en russe, hotamment
— pour contredire la version azérie. La
jeune génération azérie croit vraiment que
leur version est parole d’évangile. Au mois
d’avril dernier, j'ai présenté mon livre aux
instances de I'Union européenne, en
présence de cing jeunes militants azéris. A
la fin, l'un d'eux a contesté mes
arguments, mais lorsque j'ai fait référence
a différentes sources d’Europe occidentale
et azéries, il a cessé de me contester,
pour suggérer que seuls les historiens
azéris pouvaient me rencontrer et
contester mes points. J'ai accepté avec
joie, mais a ce jour, je n‘ai toujours pas
entendu parler d’eux.

Les deux historiens locaux qui ont
écrit I'histoire de Chirvan, du Daghestan et
du Karabagh aux 18e et 19e siécles, ont
beaucoup écrit sur les Arméniens vivant
dans la région. Aucun d'eux n'a mentionné
le nom de I'’Azerbaidjan, sauf lorsque I'on
parle de la province perse. Les ceuvres
originales sont en persan et ont été
traduites en langue azérie moderne,
laquelle utilise I'alphabet latin. Dans les
nouvelles versions, toute référence a
I'Arménie et aux Arméniens a été
supprimée, et les chapitres principalement
consacrés aux sujets arméniens sont
totalement passés a la trappe. Jai
proposé aux jeunes activistes azéris
d‘aller consulter les originaux et de trouver
quelqu’un qui lise et traduise pour eux.
Pour qu’ils connaissent la vérité dans sa
totalité, et non plus seulement une partie !

FA. : Le cimetiére de Djougha a été
définitivement rasé en 2005 par les
soldats azerbaidjanais. Aujourd’hui, le
gouvernement de Azerbaidjan tente de
détruire toute trace de I'héritage arménien
des territoires qui sont sous son contréle.
La destruction intentionnelle du cimetiére
de Djoulfa doit étre considérée comme un
crime contre le patrimoine de I'humanité.
Malheureusement, 'UNESCO accorde le
titre dambassadeur honoraire a Mehriba
Aliveva, I€pouse de l'actuel président de
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[Azerbaidjan. De toute évidence, /a
politique de IAzerbaidjan ne dérange
personne. Pourquoi ?

R.G. Parce que notre
gouvernement a fait trop peu, trop tard.
Les instigateurs de la premiére plainte
adressée a I'UNESCO et a I'UE ont été des
particuliers et des organisations. Je blame
les autorités pour ne pas avoir renvoyé
I'affaire devant la Cour internationale de
Justice de La Haye. N'est-ce pas une
autre forme de génocide ? N'est-ce pas
un génocide culturel ?

Quant a I'Occident, pour
«récompenser» |’Azerbaidjan de sa
politique, il fait passer, comme pour la
plupart des pays, les considérations
économiques et les profits financiers
immeédiats avant les droits de I'homme et
la justice. Mais ceci s’applique aussi a de
nombreux Arméniens, pour qui le profit
passe avant la patrie.

FA. : Avez-vous Visité les fouilles de
Tigranakert en Artsakh ? Cest une preuve
évidente que [Artsakh est une terre
armeénienne. Qu'en pensez-vous ?

R.G. : Je n‘ai pas encore visité
Tigranakert, mais j'ai rencontré Hamlet
Petrossian, le chef des fouilles, un certain
nombre de fois et ai assisté a l'ouverture,
en février dernier a Erévan, de son
exposition de clichés sur Tigranakert.
Nous avons discuté du résultat des
opérations. Il m’a montré beaucoup de
photos trés impressionnantes.
Evidemment, c'est une découverte
archéologique trés importante ; mais la
encore, Hamlet Petrossian a dii trouver le
financement lui-méme, trop peu aidé qu'il
fut par les autorités.

FA. : Pouvez-vous présenter a nos
lecteurs ['organisation «La recherche sur
larchitecture arménienne » (RAA) ? Quels
sont ses projets actuels ?

R.G. : La RAA a été fondée par le Dr
Armen Haghnazarian (1941-2009), alors
qu’il était étudiant en architecture a
I'Université d’Aachen, en Allemagne.
Armen avait pour objectif de
photographier et de recenser tout le
patrimoine culturel architectural arménien
construit dans I’Arménie historique et dans
les territoires actuellement situés en
dehors de I'Arménie.

Depuis sa création en 1978, la RAA
a recensé et photographié des milliers de
monuments et de khatchkars détruits,
dont certains ont disparu depuis. Armen
disait toujours : “Si nous ne pouvons pas
préserver ces monuments physiquement,
au moins nous devons le faire sur papier.”
Et maintenant en numérique.

La RAA a joué un réle important
dans la rénovation des monastéres
arméniens situés dans I’Azerbaidjan
iranien, comme les monastéres de Saint
Thaddée et Saint Stépanos. Ce travail est
maintenant poursuivi par les autorités
iraniennes. Jusqu'a présent, dix ouvrages
ont été publiés par la RAA sur les monu-
ments arméniens d’Azerbaidjan et de
Géorgie.

Depuis dix ans, la RAA a installé son
centre a Erévan ou elle met a disposition
des dossiers sur I'héritage architectural
arménien dans le monde. J'espeére
sincérement que, aprés la mort
prématurée d’Armen au mois de février
dernier, les autorités arméniennes aideront
le personnel de la RAA a mener a bien ce
travail inestimable de préservation du
patrimoine culturel.

FA. : Vous avez regu le titre de
Docteur honoris causa de |Académie
nationale des Sciences dArménie.
Pourriez-vous expliquer a nos lecteurs a
quelle occasion ?

R.G. : Le Présidium de I’Académie
nationale des Sciences d’Arménie a été
assez aimable pour m’honorer du titre de
Docteur honoris causa en novembre
dernier, suite a mes travaux de
cartographie sur les cartes de I'Arménie.
Mes travaux comportent trois volumes de
cartes historiques de I'’Arménie : A
Cartographic Heritage (Un Patrimoine
cartographique) en 2004, Hayastane
Hamashkharhayin Qartezagrutyan mej
(LArménie dans la cartographie
universelle), en arménien et en russe,

paru en 2005 et Countries South of the
Caucasus in Medieval Maps. Armenia,
Georgia and Azerbaijan (Les Pays du Sud-
Caucase - Arménie, Géorgie et
Azerbaidjan — dans les cartes médiévales)
en anglais et en arménien, publié en 2007.

FA. ! Vivez-vous a Londres ou a
Erévan ? Sur quel projet travaillez-vous en
ce moment ?

R.G. : J'habite prés de cing mois par
an a Londres et le reste a Erévan ou mon
épouse, Mariette, travaille également a la
formation de psychothérapeutes et de
conseillers. Je poursuis mon travail de
recherche cartographique en Angleterre,
ou j'ai un meilleur accés aux livres anciens
et aux cartes — a la British Library a
Londres, a la Bodleian Library a Oxford et
ailleurs.

Avec quelques amis, nous avons
mis en place un organisme de charité a
Londres, intitulé Friends of Armenia (Les
Amis de I’Arménie), qui a pour but de
mener différents projets caritatifs en
Arménie (www.friendsofarmenia.org).
Cela m’occupe en Angleterre, ou je tente
de lever des fonds, et en Arménie, ou je
passe beaucoup de temps pour nos
projets en cours et a la recherche de
nouveaux. Pour le moment, je travaille
sur des documents médiévaux, des
cartes routieres et des cartes
arméniennes du Royaume de Cilicie.

Propos recueillis
et traduits de I'anglais
par Arminé Adjamian

Azerbaijan, verra le jour en 2007.

Etats-Unis et I'Tran.

Biographie
de Rouben Galichian

Rouben Galichian est né a Tabriz, en Iran, d’'une famille d’Arméniens
immigrés de Van en 1915. Aprés ses études a Téhéran, il obtient une bourse
universitaire au Royaume-Uni, et passe son diplome d’ingénieur a I'Université
d’Aston, a Birmingham. Son intérét pour la cartographie est apparu tot dans sa
vie, mais sérieusement a partir des années 1970. Son premier ouvrage, Historic
Maps of Armenia . The Cartographic Heritage, paru en 2004, est une ceuvre
unique ou, pour la premiére fois, toutes les cartes de I’'Arménie sont rassemblées.
Son deuxiéme livre, intitulé Countries South of the Caucasus. Armenia and

Rouben Galichian a publié plusieurs articles dans des revues spécialisées
comme Image Mundi et The IMCoS Journal. Il a également donné des
conférences dans de nombreux pays comme I'Arménie, I'Angleterre, la France, les
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Le chat de Van, un chat de race

Ce Vanetsi, originaire de I'Ourartou,
a été forgé par une nature rigoureuse.

1/ appartient a une race protégée.
Espiégle et calin, il est le compagnon idéal
de son maitre.

On dit qu'aprés le déluge, ses
ancétres descendirent de I'arche de Noé
pour rejoindre le Mont Ararat a la nage. Le
chat de Van, qu’on appelle en arménien
Vana gadou et turc de Van dans les
expositions félines, est le seul de son
espece qui peut plonger dans les eaux
salées du lac de Van et nager jusqu’a
I'embouchure des rivieres qui s'y jettent. Il
se nourrit des petits poissons vivant Ia,
seule espéce pouvant supporter la forte
salinité du lac.

Adorable boule au pelage soyeux, ce
chat nageur est issu d'une race naturelle
que lI'on confond souvent avec I'angora
turc. Mais les angoras, nommés ainsi
d'aprés Ankara, ont une généalogie
séparée avec le géne W associé a la
fourrure blanche, les yeux bleus et la
surdité dont n’est pas préservé le Van
blanc, comme tous les chats blancs qu'ils
soient de race ou non. Celui-ci a des poils
mi-longs ou courts, tout blancs, et pour
certains mouchetés de beige sur la téte et
la queue mais ces bicolores ont
pratiquement disparu depuis des décennies
de la région. Toutefois, quelques rares
éleveurs dans le monde essaient de le
sauvegarder. Ses yeux peuvent étre de
couleur ambrée et bleu - yeux vairons qui
résulteraient d’'un accident génétique - ou
bleus tous les deux. Il appartient a une
race protégée par le gouvernement turc,
dont les traits génétiques n‘ont pas été

altérés depuis leur origine.

Trés attaché a son maitre, ce gadou
(chat) de race domestique a un besoin vital
d’affection et reste fidéle jusqu'a la mort.
Michel Pothier, éleveur du chat de Van, est
souvent vu faisant ses courses, son chat
sur I'épaule qui ne le quitte pas. Actif, il a
besoin de se dépenser et de jouer. Il peut
ouvrir les portes, allumer I'électricité et faire
couler l'eau — qu’il adore - avec les
mitigeurs. Prudence lors d'une absence
prolongée ! Docile, il peut cependant
retrouver ses origines sauvages
rapidement lorsqu'il part chasser pendant

quelques mois en montagne a 2000m
d‘altitude. Et retrouver tout content son
foyer ! Il sait braver le danger et faire
reculer un berger allemand, pattes
dressées. Sa longévité peut se révéler
exceptionnelle et on rapporte un chat de
Van qui a atteint I'age de 40 ans.

Si dans la littérature arménienne on
ne trouve guére mention de ce chat, sa
puissance et sa majesté en auraient fait
un symbole de la résistance a
I'envahisseur turc par les Arméniens.

Zmrouthe Aubozian

Historique du chat de Van

Des ossements de chats ont été trouvés a Jéricho, datant du néolithique, il y a
plus de neuf mille ans avant J.C. Probablement domestiqués par les Egyptiens au 3eme
millénaire avant Jésus-Christ, ils étaient sacrés. Le chat de Van, né a 1720m d‘altitude
dans le Vaspourakan, provient d’'une race ancienne puisque les Romains, occupants de
I'ancienne Arménie, frapperent leurs piéces de monnaie (75 a 387 apres J.C.) a son
effigie. Découvert en 1856 par un naturaliste francais, Lotin de la Val, le Van fut introduit
en France dans les années 30 et dans les années 50 en Grande-Bretagne. Il a été
réintroduit a plusieurs reprises en France, en particulier en 1978. La FIFe (Fédération
féline) I'a reconnu en 1971. Michel Pothier a rapporté des blancs de Van dans les années
1980. Présentés sur les podiums, ils ont remporté des Best (Best variété, Best couleur,
Best portée). Mais il lui a fallu 15 ans de bataille pour qu’enfin le standard du LOOF (Livre
officiel des origines félines) reconnaisse I'existence d’un turc Van blanc.
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Garoy, I'idole des jeunes Arméniens

Dans le cadre de la semaine de la francophonie, le chanteur québécois, Garou, a donné un
spectacle le 22 mars dernier au Palais des sports d’Erévan, aprés une conférence de presse a

lI'ambassade de France. Ses admirateurs l'attendaient de pied ferme.

Vétu d'une veste en satin noir, avec
un large sourire et des yeux bleus brillants
a en faire craquer plus d'une, Garou a fait
son apparition vers 15 h 30 aux portes de
I'ambassade de France ol
s'impatientaient ses fans et les médias.
Série de flashes, méme avec un simple
téléphone portable, chacun s'est bousculé
pour immortaliser la star. Il ne s'attendait
pas a un tel accueil de la part des
Arméniens — qui connaissent l'artiste sur le
bout des doigts —, celui qui a lancé sa
carriere en chantant Belle dans la comédie
musicale Notre-Dame de Paris ! Interrogé
par France-Arménie sur la question de
savoir s'il était conscient en venant en
Arménie de son extréme popularité en
tant qu’artiste francophone — au méme
titre que Charles Aznavour et Joe Dassin
—, Garou n’a pas caché son étonnement.
“J'avoue avoir été trés surpris a mon
arrivée, dit-il en riant avec son accent
québécois si attendrissant, car j'ai eu
I'impression que le personnel de I'aéroport
avait triplé. Tous m’ont entouré pour faire
des photos avec tout le monde. J'étais
vraiment stupéfait ! ”. Puis, plus
sérieusement : “Je ne peux pas avoir de
plus grande fierté personnelle que
d’amener la langue frangaise dans des
pays qui ne sont pas, a la base,
francophones. Et c’est encore plus vrai
dans le cadre de la semaine de la
francophonie. Je me considére avant tout
comme un citoyen de la terre, mais je
suis Québécois et nous nous sommes
battus longtemps pour garder Ia
francophonie. Parfois, on raconte qu’on
est un petit village gaulois qui résiste a
I'envahisseur américain. Rester
francophones est notre fierté.”

Lors de la conférence de presse,
extrémement courte (vingt minutes
environ), l'artiste n‘échappera pas a une
série de questions sur son ressenti en
terre arménienne : “J'ai été trés ému au
monastere de Khor Virap face au Mont
Ararat, un moment inoubliable dont je me
souviendrai toute ma vie.” Sur la rumeur
concernant ses hypothétiques origines
arméniennes, on aura droit a un joli trait
d’humour : "“Je ne les ai pas encore
trouvées, c'est ce soir que cela va se
passer 1", C'est que l'artiste est joueur...
Lorsqu’une journaliste lui demande s'il
chantera Belle lors du spectacle, il

s'amusera de sa notoriété : “J’en ai marre
et il est hors de question que j'interpréte
cette chanson ce soir !". Long soupir de
déception dans la salle. Garou reprend
alors la parole. “Je blague, je ne me
lasserai jamais de cette chanson. Elle a
transformé ma vie et mon objectif est de
rendre les gens heureux. ”

La conférence s'achéve donc sur un
“ouf” de soulagement. Tous les journalistes
— surtout les femmes — oublieront leur
statut et se précipiteront sur leur artiste
fétiche pour un autographe ou une photo a
ses cOtés. Un moment amusant, sauf
pour la maison de production arménienne,
Black ban, une société bien rigide avec nos
confréres et consoeurs d’Erévan : non
seulement, contrairement aux Frangais,
elle conditionnera la délivrance de leur
accréditation a la présentation de leur
curriculum vitae et de leur liste de
questions, mais elle ira jusqu'a exiger de la
gent féminine de se présenter a
I'ambassade vétue d'une jupe ou d’une
robe !

Garou lui-méme, sera surpris
d’apprendre que les questions ont été
minutieusement sélectionnées a l'avance,
avouant publiquement qu'il “préfére la
spontanéité”. “Maladie russe”, Iui soufflera

discrétement a l'oreille 'ambassadeur de
France en Arménie, Serge Smessow. Et
comme si cela ne suffisait pas, le soir au
concert, les bérets rouges se livreront a
une chasse a I'homme contre les
photographes, malgré leur autorisation de
flasher une dizaine de minutes : la carte
mémoire de leur appareil photo sera
confisquée et plusieurs d’entre eux se
verront jeter dehors comme des
malpropres, a l'image de Max Sivaslian ou
encore Photolure ! Le public, composé en
grande majorité de jeunes, ne s'apercevra
de rien, enthousiasmé qu'il était a l'idée de
vibrer au plus prés de son idole et de
I'acclamer a chaque chanson, notamment
lorsque Garou entonnera Belle.

L'artiste a enflammé la salle de
concert. Les journaux lui consacreront des
articles élogieux, soulignant qu’Erévan
n‘avait pas vu depuis bien longtemps un
concert aussi dynamique et que Garou
avait fait “exploser” le Palais des sports.
Respoublika Armenia se fera méme
I'interpréte du ressenti de I'artiste avant le
baisser du rideau : “Garou a quitté
I’Arménie avec un sentiment particulier et
emmenera avec lui un morceau de nos
coeurs.”

Mawtn Jardin
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Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha! Halll

Stressé, fatigué, déprimé et envie de pleurer? Eh
oui! Ce sont tous des états d’dme qu’il nous arrive de
vivre de temps a autres! Que faire dans ces moments-
1a? Rire! Mais, riez-vous assez et riez-vous assez fort?
Assez pour que ca fasse mal aux cotes et que ca finisse
en larmes? Des larmes de joie, bien sir!

«J'ose dire quaucun étre ne se trouve vraiment en bonne
santé s’il ne peut rire de lui-méme...» émet le psychologue
Gorden Allport. Les gens sont trop préoccupés parfois et
prennent la vie trop au sérieux ou trouvent toujours le moyen de
se plaindre a propos de tout. Pour certains, c’est un défi de
trouver des erreurs. Pour dautres, a Idge adulte il faut travailler
sérieusement et le rire n‘appartient quaux enfants. Ceci est
néfaste pour la santé et représente une

bien triste fagon de voir la vie quand on sait que le rire est
accessible a tous et qu’il aide a se sentir tellement bien!

Le Pourquoi?

Le rire est certes un des meilleurs remeédes. Il détend le
corps, donne de I'énergie et aide a «remonter le moral» pour
faire face aux difficultés plus sereinement. II apaise méme des
douleurs physiques et émotionnelles.

Le rire diminue le niveau de stress hormonal (comme le
cortisol et I'épinéphrine) et augmente les hormones d’endorphine
qui contribuent a 'amélioration de I'état de santé général. De
plus, le rire stimule la production d’anticorps, fortifiant ainsi le
systéme immunitaire.

Psychologiquement, le rire aide a faire oublier les soucis.
Il libére I'esprit et permet ainsi de poser un regard neuf, un regard
positif sur les tracas. Parfois, il constitue un moyen de camoufler
la réalité quand on ressent beaucoup d’angoisse. En fait, cette
pratique populaire permet de dédramatiser, et le plus drole la-
dedans, c’est que ¢a ne codte rien!

Physiquement, quand une personne rit de bon coeur, au
point d’en avoir les larmes aux yeux, |'exercice physique ne
manque pas! La tension artérielle et le pouls augmentent,
mettant dix-sept différents muscles a contribution, dont ceux de
I'abdomen, des épaules, du diaphragme, et ce, tout en brllant
des calories! Evidemment, il s'agit d'une expérience extraordinaire
pour le cceur aussi puisque plusieurs recherches et méme des
études scientifiques (par Dr Michael Miller de I'Université de
Maryland) démontrent que le rire aiderait a son bon
fonctionnement.

D’un point de vue social, le rire aide les gens a entrer en
contact, a améliorer les interactions sociales, tout en rehaussant
la qualité de vie.

Le Comment?

Il existe plusieurs moyens accessibles pour stimuler le rire
et favoriser la bonne humeur. En voici quelques-uns:

Par Tamar Kabassakalian-Gosdanian

« Le rire bien franc et bien naturel
vaut mieux pour eux que tous les
médicaments du monde »

S. Genlis

- Aller au cinéma pour voir une comédie ou la louer au club
vidéo.

- Cotoyer surtout des personnes amusantes.

- Sortir voir des spectacles d’humour ou aller au Festival
Jjuste pour rire

- S'amuser entre amis pour le plaisir de rire.

- Contrer les effets du stress ou de I'ennui par I'humour en
dédramatisant les situations litigieuses au lieu de se plaindre et de
se frustrer.

Pour terminer, la définition scientifique du rire est la
suivante: «Exprimer la gaieté par I'élargissement de I'ouverture
de la bouche, accompagné d’expirations saccadées plus ou
moins bruyantes». Cette description omet d’expliquer que le rire
satisfait pleinement le cceur, I'ame et le corps de I'étre humain.
De plus, le rire joyeux et la bonne humeur aident a diminuer le
stress, et méme a renforcer le systéeme immunitaire!
Qu‘attendez-vous? Riez de bon coeur! Mais, attention, ca risque
d'étre contagieux!

« Le rire va quelquefois jusqu’aux convulsions; on
dit méme que quelques personnes sont mortes de rire;
Jj'ai peines a le croire, et siirement il en est davantage
qui sont mortes de chagrin »

Voltaire
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